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Caribbean devastated 


- by Ravi Ramnath, 9Y4SRR 
Florida Skip Staff 


I was tempted to write mixed ar- 
ticles about the islands on different top- 
ics of interest and was really going to do 
so from this month’s issue. Unfortu- 
nately, I have to continue on the hurri- 
cane activities in the region. 

It was quite interesting to get up 
one morning to hear that my article about 
the 1995 Hurricane Predictions was be- 
coming a reality rather than a predic- 
tion. 

The region from its chain of beau- 
tiful islands began to experience uncom- 
fortably high pressure and humidity for 
the last month with many depressions 
in the open Atlantic, from the Cape of 
Good Hope down to the Caribbean. 
Ham radio operators and weather 
forecasters became very busy and coor- 
dinated reports on the threatening 
weather that was swirling around in the 
Caribbean. The challenge for all disas- 
ter preparedness plans to work became 
a reality and very practical. CDERA and 
all the islands began to put things in 
place. As it is stated in the Bible, “What 
can be shaken will be shaken”; the de- 
pressions turned out to be storms and 
the storms turned out to be hurricanes. 
We started with Humberto; followed by 
Iris and then came Luis with great 
venom and destruction. The most dev- 
astating was Luis who started its destruc- 
tion from the Island of Antigua and as I 
write this article is heading to Bermuda 
and the United States. 


Luis, in blunt terms, devastated 
Antigua, rooting up trees, blowing away 
houses and hurricane shelters, hospitals, 
and health centers. Roofs were destroyed, 
walls crumbled and the ruffled seas caused 
soil erosion and landslides. Hurricane 
Luis claimed the lives of twelve people. 

One of our reporters from Trinidad, 
Shaheed Mohammed, covered the hurri- 
cane live and said, “I have never seen 
anything like this before,” as he had dif- 
ficulty standing up in the wind. One tour- 
ist dug a hole in the ground to survive the 
ordeals of Luis. Antiqua’s damage was 
estimated at over 60 million Eastern Car- 
ibbean dollars. The people are now be- 
ginning to restore and rebuild the ruins 
of the hurricane. Winds were clocked at 
up to 200 km/hour. Luis moved on to parts 
of Guadeloupe, Montserrat, St. Kitts and 
Nevis causing damage to parts of the is- 
lands. The winds and rain continued to 
howl and destroy on its way to Bermuda 
and the United States visiting St. 
Maarten, parts of Anguilla, the U.S. Vir- 
gin Islands, and Puerto Rico on its trip. 

The people are picking up the pieces 
and rebuilding but because of the 
Caribbean’s poor economic condition, it 
will take a long time to rebuild. Most of 
the affected areas are seeking help from 
other Caribbean neighbors. Guyana, 
Trinidad and Tobago have already offered 
help to the devastated islands but it will 
never be sufficient to cover the damages 
incurred in the islands. 


Troops, Red Cross personnel and 
volunteers from the islands have moved 
in to assist the ravaged islands. The is- 
lands desperately need food, clothing, 
building materials, potent water and 
medical supplies. Financial donations can 
be sent to the Red Cross in your area and 
will be earmarked for the islands. The 
islands are coordinating all shipments to 
ensure that supplies reach their intended 
destinations as quickly as possible. 

The emergency operating frequen- 
cies are as follows: CEDRA 7.850 USB, 
Marine 2.527 USB, Amateur Radio 
3.616, 3.815, 7.453, 7.220, 10.100 USB, 
147.400 VHF, UNIN 14.268 USB, 
CARIBUS 14.283 USB, Health & Wel- 
fare 14.303, 8.765 LSB. 

What can we say for the rest of the 
hurricane season? The storms and hurri- 
canes are coming. The Caribbean has 
always been a paradise and I won’t trade 
it for anything - but I might think it over 
again. I will apologize if I change my 
mind and relocate but I don’t think I will. 
Most of the storms start in Africa, which 
is a straight shot to Trinidad & Tobago 
but by the time it reaches this area, it 
swings up toward the other islands. The 
cruise lines realize this and many of them 
seek refuge in Trinidad during the hurri- 
cane season. I guess I’m beginning to 
sound like I work for the tourist board. 

In closing, I’d like to ask that you 
help these unfortunate people, in any way 
possible, as they recover from the devas- 
tation of the hurricanes. 


Gerry Wentz , KC4EHT Editor Ry 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Musing ‘ae 

As | opened my latest plastic bas containing a free startup disk for America 
Online, it ocurred to me that I may never have to buy another box of disks. 
Glancing at the corner of my desk, I see that in the short span of about three 
weeks, I’ve accumulated 4 AOL disks and that doesn’t account for about Seat 
others that I have erased, formated and relabeled. 

These disks come in magazines, in fancy mail promos, and seemingly in 
every software package one buys. I even got one in a package with 10,000 cou- 
pons for everything from Spencer envelope labels to Naval Jelly. I just picked up 
a load of groceries. Should’ve checked the bags to see if there was one in there 
too. 


I’m getting the impression that online services are scared out of their wits 
by the growing popularity of World Wide Web. ger// 


HONEY..... | SUST GOT A FREE . 
STARTUP DISK FROM AOL AND WE | 
MIGHT BE WINNERS IN THE 
PUBLISHER S CLEARING HOUSE 

SWEEPSTAKES “447 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 


PLEASE NOTIFY 


Your undelivered 
magazines are very 
costly. 


VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
The FLORIDA SKIP FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape 
IF YOU ARE every month for the benefit of the 
blind or visually impaired. These 
CHANGING YOUR tapes are available if requested and 
ADDRESS postage is paid both ways. If you are 


interested in this valuable service, 

contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library |} 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, |f- 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- |} 
800- 226-6075. 


“YOU CAN AFFORD A NEW 


ICOM 


TRANSCEIVER 


TURN YOUR OLD INTO GOLD !!! 
BRING YOUR PRESENT EQUIPMENT TO 
US AND WE WILL TURN IT INTO CASH. 
TRY OUR CONSIGNMENT SALES. 


ITS TIME TO GET NEW. 
TRANSCEIVERS - TUNERS - METERS - TNCs 


_ ALL EQUIPMENT MUST BE CLEAN AND IN WORKING 
ORDER. PLEASE INCLUDE MANUALS AND ACCESORIES. 


STOP IN, BROWSE AND HAVE A FREE CUP OF FRESH BREWED COFFEE 


Mike's Electronics 
IOOI NW Se Street 

Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33309 
(305)49I-Z7llIO voice 

(305)49I-7Oll fax 


I-800-427-3066 


| THE LARGEST SELECTION OF USED EQUIPMENT IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS Larry McDermott (KEAESV), Editor | 


From Larry, KE4ESV, FAST Net 
Manager: Hello again, everyone. From Hol- 
lywood, FL, on behalf of the FAST net and 


all its members, this is Larry, KE4ESV. It cer- 


tainly has not been a boring hurricane sea- 
son, has it? As I sit and write this from the 
comfort of my secure home, my thoughts are 
with the folks in and around the Florida Pan- 
handle, where hurricane Opal wrought a 
goodly amount of destruction and havoc. The 
memories of other destructive storms that I 
have been involved with are still vivid in my 
mind, and I hope that you will keep the hurri- 
cane victims in mind as we go about our busi- 
ness. It was most encouraging to see amateur 
radio do its part to provide assistance as it 
and its members were able, and I am proud to 
be a part of this and other nets whose mem- 
bers take the time and make the effort to main- 
tain open channels of communication where 
it is needed. 

September for the most part was a 
pleasant month, as we welcomed Bill, 
AA4WJ, Pensacola into our net, and for the 
most part, we were able to conduct out nets 
without undue interference. I have noticed that 
long skip is beginning to make its presence 
known, and we should be mindful of inad- 
vertent interference as the weather gets cooler, 
and signals travel further as propagation im- 
proves. 

I would like to thank each of you who 
have either brought traffic, or were ready to 
take traffic off the net. The NTS is among the 
surest of ways to pass messages, and keeping 
traffic within the NTS allows us to practice 
and become familiar with its pathways. It also 
allows everyone to enjoy traffic handling, to 
practice being prepared for future needs, and 
encourages a wide base of station net mem- 
bership for greater areas of traffic dissemina- 
tion Please continue to support this, and all 
traffic nets as well as you have been. 

I have been privileged to work with 
among the very best in amateur radio, and as 
always, I am open for suggestions and com- 
ments. You can reach me.on this net, or via 
the N4HHP BBS I am current in all call sign 
systems for land delivery. The FAST net 
meets daily on or about 3940 kHz, at 6PM 
and 10:30PM eastern time, and all are wel- 
come. It would be nice to hear from you. Un- 
til then, on behalf of the FAST net, this is 
Larry, KE4ESV, wishing you all 73 and 88. 

From Russ, KC4ZHN, FMTN Net 
Manager: Greetings and salutations from 
KC4ZHN in Southeast Florida. Hollywood to 
be exact. Another month as flown by and the 
Florida Midday Traffic Net has done it’s part 
in passing NTS traffic. We had a total of 419 
stations check in and passed 192 pieces of traf- 
fic in 615 minutes. Not one of our best moths 
but still a good total for this time of the year. 
Propagation has been up and down and there 
are few days when everyone can hear every- 
one else and when this happens, it is a plea- 
sure to conduct the Net business as opposed 
to the challenge of getting everything done 
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when no one can hear stations nearby. Relays 


on top of relays, this is the way of a good traf- ° 


fic net. GET THE TRAFFIC ON ITS WAY. 
We should like to welcome more of you into 
the net and we can sure use your help if you 
can find the time at Noon please check in and 
let us know where you are located and which 
stations you can hear. Who knows you may 
become on of our traffic hbunds. Hi! Hi! We 
haven’t heard from Nils, WA4NDA recently 
and sincerely hope that he is ok. We all so 
miss him. I would like to take this opportu- 
nity to announce that I am appointing Rich, 
KA2ZYM assistant net manager. Please work 
with him and know that he has been a great 
help to me thus far. He is a dedicated traffic 
handler and works hard to keep up, in fact 
very hard, as his. antenna is in the crawl space 
of his attic. He overcomes many obstacles with 
a good heart. I will wind this up with a sin- 
cere invitation to all to tune us in and at least 
listen, then if you think you would like to par- 
ticipate give us a call. Thank you for reading 
this and CUL 73, Russ, KC4ZHN. 

From Earl, K4FQU, SWFTN Net 
Manager: It is good to be home again. I am 
home for good now for this year and perhaps 


- next year also. It was fun traveling but one 


gets sick of it after a while. I will be ready to 
go in a few months or a year and then we will 
see what happens. 

After being gone for half the month, it 
was.a little difficult to figure out who did what 
on what day but we finally go it all together. 
For those of you that don’t know, there is quite 
a lot of bookwork that goes with closing the 
months traffic net. Of course each day has to 
be recorded including the date, the Net 
Control’s report number, the callsign of both 
net control and the liaison station, the num- 
ber of checkins, both by day and accumula- 
tive number and the time length of each daily 
net. At the end of each month these have to 
be totaled and averaged and then reports made 
out to the net, the SM of SW Fla., and the 
Editor of Florida Skip and of course the en- 
tire record kept here for the Net records. All 
of this has to be done before the fourth of the 
month so as to meet the stats deadlines of the 
fifth of the month. 

Finally, this report is written and 
printed, folded together with the month’s log, 
stamped, labeled and mailed. Then you rest 
‘til tomorrow and start over again. For the 
interest of anyone in particular, I do have the 
records for the Net since its inception and the 
records do make for interesting reading. 


The foster of Net Control Stations and 


Liaisons thus far is as follows: 


Net Control Liaison 
Mon 4KE4UOF, Butch K4FQU, Earl 
Tue K9ALX, Harry WA4EIC, Blaine 
Wed = K4GVI, John XXX 
Thu K&8DGYV, Okey K4FQU, Earl 
Fri K40VC, Paul WA4EIC, Blaine 
Sat KE4HFO, Bob K4FQU or WA4EIC 


We still need a spare net control sta- 
tion and a couple of Liaisons. 73/88 Earl, 
K4FQU, Net Manager. 


From Bob, KC4ZHF, SEFTN Asst. 
Net Manager: A dramatic drop in station 
check-ins during September. For awhile it 
appeared that we would not make the 1000 
mark for the month, which would have ne- 
gated nearly eight years over that figure on a 
monthly basis. We made it howe and with 
a few to spare. 

Statistics for the month were: Stations 
1044, Traffic 367, time 1683 minutes, 30 ses- 
sions. 
There were quite a few new licensees 
checking into the Net during the month, that 
appeared inquisitive about traffic handling. It 
is good to see they are continuing to check in. 
Be sure to tune in on Tuesday evenings for 
our “Traffic Tips” session. You will find it 
informative. Also the Southeast Florida Traf- 
fic Net has a “Traffic Handlers Guide” of over 
90 pages that will be extremely helpful to any 
amateur involved in traffic handling. All 
modes are covered. Contact KC4ZHF for de- 
tails and how to secure your copy. 

The 1000th station to check in during 
September was KE4VWC, Gene, a recent 
transplant from Tennessee. Congrats Gene. 
NCS was KC4ZHN. This was the 95th con-\ 
secutive month with over 1000 stations check- 
ing into the Net. 

Those maintaining 100% participation 
status for September were: W4/PZ1BK, 
KD4HGU, KE4IFD, KS4JK, KD4JMV, 
KC4JNM, KB4WBY and KA2ZYM. We lost 
a couple to the Melbourne Hamfest this 
month. ‘ 

Plan ahead. We are tentatively sched- 


uling the next SEFTN Picnic for Saturday 


December 2nd. Mark you calendars. In addi- 
tion to good food and fellowship, we will have 
our semi-annual awards presentation. Please 
plan on attending. Additional information will 
be provided on the Net. 

There have got to be some traffic han- 
dlers in Dade County. Would be nice if a 
couple of you would check into the Southeast 
Florida Traffic Net daily at 6 PM, local time. 
We need an outlet for Dade traffic. Join us on 
146.19/79 MHz, the Motorola Amateur Ra- 
dio Club Repeater. 73/88 de Bob, KC4ZHF, 


Asst. Net Manager. 


Antenna page on internet 
Amateurs with Internet access may 
wish to check out the Restrictive An- 
tenna Covenants Home Page, main- 
tained by Don Stoner, W6TNS. It fea- 
tures not only information on Stoner’s 
own battle with his condominium asso- 
ciation in Clearwater, Florida, but also 
lists other resources for information of 
interest to radio amateurs. Pry 
Stoner’s home page is at: ae) 
http://www.hamweb. com/~sjl/_ 
STONER/ANTENNA.html 


urday. They all do a great job. Thanks to” 


FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K4iA), Editor 


The CW Net reports are under the 
tutelage of Chet Carruth, AB4SK since 
Editor Ed (Roller), K4IA is off wander- 
ing around in Alaska and Japan. Ed is 
scheduled to return October 16th. 

FMSN reported by Laura, 
WA9YVND: FMSN stats for September: 
QNI-238, QTC-57 and QND-487. As 
new net manager, I would like to thank 
all the NCS stations for hanging in there 
for me. They are KC4FL, John, on Sun- 
day; AA4BN, Jim, on Monday,’ AA4FG, 
Fred, on Tuesday: myself on Wednesday; 
AA4HT, Rip, on Thursday; KC4ZHN, 
Russ, on Friday; and WC4D, OB, on Sat- 


all of you. Check in stations have been 
on the slow side because of vacations and 
stormy weather conditions putting a 
damper on things. I want all to know we 
meet at 5:30 PM local time on 3651 kHz 


- every day. We welcome all stations with 


_ or without traffic. Give us a try and make 


it a habit. OKAY? Hope to hear you all - 
88 from Laura, WA9VND, FMSN Net 
Manager. 

QEN reported by Chet, AB4XK 


_ for Morton Goldweber, WX4H: Mort, 


WX4H asked me to.send in this month’s 
net news since he has his hands full try- 
ing to recover from the hurricane dam- 
age and has lots of traffic into and out of 
his area. Luckily, Mort mostly had 
beachfront damage and erosion - not 


much damage to his home. The net was | 
real surprised to hear him back on QFN 


the day after the storm. When Erin hit a 
few months ago, he was off the air al- 
most a week. Rip, AA4HT has just re- 
turned from a trip to Denver for a Sec- 
tion Manager’s meeting with the ARRL. 
At the Melbourne Hamfest, Kevin, WV5Z 
and I hung an 80 meter dipole off the 


balcony of the 6th floor of the motel and 


TIP of the Month 


Not allowed an outdoor antenna? 

If you have a suitable tree, one can re- 
cess the trunk with a router for about 1/2" @aam 
and place you wire (insulated) in the recess. ¢a@ 
Fill it up and camouflage the paint to match # 


the rest of the tree. 


The comes courtesy of the Royal Sig- j 
nals ARC of England and this method was 
used by the personnel of the Royal Signals 
operating in enemy occupied territory. # 

RSARS Journal, July 95. : 
Now, of course, if your tree is too 
small, you will have to fertilize like mad for 


- awhile. 


-Thanx to Eric, AB4EA/VESISD of St. 
Catharines, Ont. 


called up the net. Rip, AA4HT said we 
were either dedicated or crazy but he 
thought mostly crazy. Maybe so, but we’re 
making plans for next year - like a sec- 
ond field day. 

Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK recently an 
a cruise to the Caribbean with his XYL. 
He was at the Melbourne hamfest look- 
ing great and feeling great. The Traffic 
Handler’s breakfast was the biggest turn 
out ever. 

The net saw a fair amount of traf- 
fic last month coming out of the Virgin 
Islands from storm damage and now a 
lot of traffic into and out of the panhandle. 
The net needs more volunteers willing to 
take traffic to and from 4RN and RNS so 
come and check in with us. 73 and see 
you at the Tampa hamfest. Chet, AB4XK, 
filling in for Morton Goldweber, WX4H, 
QFN Net Manager. 

QFNS reported by Gary, 


* KE4DNO: Talk about developing your 


skills!! September has certainly given us 
the chance to polish our ability to keep 
the traffic moving despite high levels of 
QRN and seemingly almost constant 
changes in propagation. 

Bob, KC4ZHF tied with Jim, 
KD4GR as the leaders in net participa- 
tion (27 checkins) but were just a step 
ahead of Phil, KA4FZI at 26 and Laura, 
WA9VND at 24. Keep in mind that for 
both these and others on the net, QFNS 
is only one of a number of CW and voice 


nets they meet each day. Rip, AA4HT 


joins Phil, Laura and OB, WC4D in pro- 
viding a key link for us to and from QFN 
and other traffic nets. 

Chas, KE4OGV wasn’t with us 
during September but is recovering well 
from his quadruple bypass heart surgery 
and will soon be starting therapy to build 
up his strength. He’s in good spirits and 


should be back with us by the time you 
read this article. 

During August/September, we wel- 
comed John, KE4RRG; and Ed, N4EC; 
both of Gainesville; Wayne, N4FMS of 
Okeechobee; Jay, KE4ZOG, of Deerfield 
Beach; and Ray, AE4MO (nee N4REL), 
of Deltona. It’s good to have you with us. 
We'll look forward to your checking in 
frequently. QFNS needs additional sta- 
tions to “Flesh Out” its coverage of the 
state; especially in Northern Florida. Re- 
member, you'll always find a friendly 
welcome with QFNS. It meets daily at 
8PM on 3715 kHz. Join us and gain ex- 
perience, skills and confidence in han- 
dling CW traffic. Already an experienced 
CW traffic handler? We still need you to 
join us in helping others to gain your level 
of proficiency and enjoyment in working 
CW. 73 de Gary Adams, KE4DNO, Net 
Manager, QFNS. 

Gator Net reported by Dan, 
W4DL: Andy, WIIYT is doing four 
shows a week for Dynamic Television. 
Chris, N4EKC has his mast back up. He 
is home after 11-1/2 hours in the air, 
Beijing direct to LA, 9 seats across and 
kids. Charlie, WA4EY0O says lots of rain 
in Jacksonville. Got his ticket in 1962 
when he started bulletin broadcasting and 
has been at it a long time. George K4ji is 
busy with the arrival of his son and wife. 
Doctor appointments coming up. Dan, 
W4DL has relatives in Georgia and Ala- 
bama that felt the last hurricane. Dam- 
age at both homes. Mae, W3CUL and Al, 
W3 VR busy as usual but more water. Sked 
QNI improving. Dick, N2AOX expects 
news from Emory next Tuesday. In the 
meantime he is keeping up his exercise 
programs. Dick has a mystery on his 
hands as his antenna disappeared and it 
didn’t seem to be from the wind. 


VINTAGE MANUALS 
yt 
TELEPHONE FILTERS 


2500 Manuals in Stock. 
Catalog Available w/SASE or Call to Inquire. 


Our Telephone Filters are the Smallest on the Market. 
Eliminates RF Interference from 500 KHz to 30 MHz. 
= Only $12.95 Each or Two for $24.00 - 


| W7FG Vintage Manuals and Products 
3300 Wayside Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918-333-7893 »* 800-807-6146 
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South Fla. BBS Totals - Sept, 1995 


Top Twenty Trafficers - Sept. 1995 Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
-by AASHT and WX43 ee at 


9265 
10516 
(TPA1FL) 
7027 
9678 
2653 

6899 
6704 
6789 
252 
6541 
7153 

6935 


Station 


—" 


-NO REPORT- 
281 2750 
-NO REPORT- 
849 4055 
-NO REPORT- 
403 5013 
-NO REPORT- 
6244 
7473 
5273 
7532 
8616 
9291 
6217 
240 


Traffic Hounds - Sept. 1995 res 
-by Kevin Bunin, WVS5Z STM SFL 
Mgr. 
138 2 05 4 WA4ATF 
355 4 1 4, KA2YZM 
563 11 28 NALTT 
12.8 KB4UEI 
15 : ADABL 
10.9 128 2 KE4ESV 
7.9 | WA9VND 
14 , KC4ZHN 
6.4 | WB4GCK 
42.9 | WNAIIV 
6.3 | W4DL 
AC4MJ 


—_ 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


no-=W oO N w h=-NDO 


(#) 


58 
5 
1 
11 


5242 

- 6764 
6517 

4606 
7231 
7273 
5157 
10010 
159 


NTS TOTAL: 624 . 
An excellent report! 34 of the 39 South Florida bbs’s reported this 
month for an average of 87% and that’s really great! Now if we could 
just make it 100% next month. How about it? 

If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to generate 
your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, address and size 
floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities work with all types of 
bbs software except TCP/IP (NOS.) 

Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to N4GMU 
@ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ KB4VOL. Reports 
MUST be sent on the 1st covering BBS activity for the previous month. 
Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South Florida. 


WA4NDA 
AD4DO 


WB20UK 
KE4CGQ 
KD4EFM 
KE4RVP 
WxX4H 
KE4DNO 


WM UY 


gia 
443 %7 
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Florida HF Nets, Abbreviations, 


Frequencies and Times 


0730 (SAT) 
0730 (SUN) 

0745 

0800 (SAT) 

0800 (TUES) 
0800 

0830 


0900 (EXC SUN) 


0900 (SUN) 
1000 (WED) 
1145 

1330 (SUN) 
1500 (SUN) 
1630 

1700 

1730 

1800) 
1830/1930 
1900 

1900 

1900 (SUN) 
1900 (MON) 
1900 (TUES) 
1900 (TUES) 
1900 (WED) 
1930 (MON /FRI) 
1930 (WED) 
2000 


(MON) 


2030 (MON) 
2200 
2230 


NET ABBREVIATION AND NAME 
FPTN Fla. Phone Tfc Net 

AIN ARRL Information Net 

Fla. Trader’s Net 

Waterway Net 

SFAN South Fla. ARES Net 
Buckaroo Tfc Net 
SOUTHCARS 

GN Gator Net 

NFAN North Fla. ARES Net 
Swap Net 

Swap Net 

FMTN Fla. Midday Tfc Net 
FSARA Fla. Shrine Am Radio Ass’n 
QCWA Qrtr Cent. Wireless Ass’n 
FPON Fla. Public Opns Net 

TPTN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 
FMSN Fla. Medium Speed Tfc Net 
FAST/E South Fla. Tfc Net (Early 
NFPN North Fla. Phone Net 
Martin County Ragchew Net 
QFN/E All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Early) 
Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 
Manatee County ARES Net 
Pinellas County ARES Net 
Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter 
Titusville Mosquito Net 

Swap Net 

Candy’s Swap Net 

QFNS All Fla. Slow CW Tfc Net 
Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE Fl) 
So. Brevard Tech & Ragchew Net 
ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 
QFN/L All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Late) 
FAST/L South Fla. Tfc Net (Late) 


FREQ 


» 3940 


3940 
3945 
7268 
3940 
7248 
7251 
3651/7061 
3950 
7275 
7251 
7247.5 
7236 +/-QRM 
14347 
3908 
3940/7243 
3651/7061 
3940 
3950 
3985 
3651/7061 
28425 
28450 
28450 
28333 
28333 
3898 
3945 
3715 
28390 
29200 
28375 
3651 
3940 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: 


Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
By Packet: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 


Hamming it up 


-by Kay Watson, KD4VFQ — 


Having the advanced electronics and equipment, we might 
get the feeling we are safe. Even though we think disaster could 
not touch us, it has been proven how much we need to support 
amateur radio to help with special events, community emer- 
gencies and natural disasters. 

; Certainly amateur radio has been very helpful in provid- 
ing communications for special events. For example, we have 
used amateur radio for parades, they can let the people at the 
beginning of the parade know how things are going through- 
out the line. Amateur radio operators help every year with the 
“Indian River Raft Race” to let the judges know who is ahead 
and if anybody is in trouble. There also is the annual solar car 
race that runs from Orlando to Cape Canaveral. The ham op- 
erators are right along with them to provide communications. 

The amateur radio is there to help with community emer- 
gencies. Last year there was a serious gas leak in west Titusville. 
Ham operators helped in providing much needed communica- 
tions for the local people, as well as city officials. Ham radios 
are used to call for emergency help in car accidents when phones 


were not available. There is a special group in amateur radio 
that operate the “MARS” net, helping military people across 
the world send messages to their families. 

Most importantly, the amateur radio operators are there 
to communicate during and after natural disasters. For instance, 
during an approaching thunderstorm, hams use their emergency 
“SKY WARN?” nets to track storms and report conditions to the 
National Weather Service. Ham operators are used for emer- 
gency communications after earthquakes and hurricanes. Lo- 
cally, this is an especially valuable service seeing the proclivity 
of hurricanes. When phone and power lines are down, hams 
can get the information out and request help. Often, phones 
and power are out and it would be days before cellular phone 
service could be restored. 

We may not need amateur radio operators all the time 
but in case of special events, community emergencies or natu- 
ral disasters, we are glad they are there. The can be-real hams! 


Digital rules clarified 


The FCC, responding to a request from the ARRL, has 
clarified its rules regarding Amateur Radio stations’ use of digi- 
tal codes. 

The ARRL, in a letter to the Commission, said that some 
amateurs had expressed concern about the propriety of using 
the CLOVER, G-TOR, and PacTOR codes on the HF bands 
(below 30 MHz), because FCC rule 97.309(a) *’appears to au- 
thorize”’ only Baudot, AMTOR, and ASCII codes. The League 
told the Commission that it had worked with the developers of 
CLOVER, G-TOR, and PacTOR to document the technical 
characteristics of those codes, and asked the FCC to remove 
any doubt about their legality on the HF bands. 

The FCC agreed, saying that the use of the three modes 
does not conflict with its objective of preventing the use of codes 
or ciphers intended to obscure the meaning of the communica- 
tion. 

As a result, the FCC added a paragraph (4) to Part 
97.309(a) to read: - 

(4) An amateur station transmitting a RTTY or data emis- 
sion using a digital code specified in this paragraph may use 
any technique whose technical characteristics have been docu- 
mented publicly, such as CLOVER, G-TOR, or PacTOR, for 
the purpose of facilitating communications. 

-ARRL 
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Very few chapters 
3 reporting in however, I 
should be getting some 
reports when our northern members re- 
turn to sunny Florida. When your chap- 
ter starts having official meeting, please 
send me a report for Florida Skip. Other 
chapters are interested in what other 
chapters are doing to keep interest in 
meeting. 
Pelican chapter advises that if you 
have been a supporter of ARRL for 40 
years or more, there is a special recogni- 
tion pin available but it must be requested 
from the League. The Pelican chapter has 
a very fine newsletter, even with photos. 
Their chapter is also running a catered 
QCWA picnic on Wednesday November 
8th in Lake Seminole Park, Seminole, FL. 
The Gator chapter is also helping to run 
this yearly affair. This picnic has been 
growing each year. The Gator and Peli- 
can chapters invite all QCWA members 
and their friends. Reservations must be 


‘Made, 
Chapter 12 Miami 
Recently, the following members 
were awarded National QCWA certifi- 
cates: W4IYT, W4SQG, KE4KxX, 


QCWA NEWS Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 
Cw, : 
~~ 


W4UAA, KB40I, WB4JHI, W4LLM, 
K4HVI. All were 60 years with W4RSG 
for 55 years. Our chapter meets 12 times 
a year, 3rd Saturday noon at Her-Bets, 
3900 NW 79 Ave. 

The Sun City Center in Tampa is 
forming a QCWA chapter. Please let me 
know how you make out and good luck. 
For information, contact WAIEDR or 
K1QPJ. 

We have had some big rain storms 
but my typewriter is still on dry land so 
keep the reports coming. My address is 
still in Skip so send me the reports. 

Pelican Chapter 
At our September meeting, there 


were 18 members and guests present. Vice 


President Alan Pickering ran the meet- 
ing. The members gave a silent prayer 
for Corby Pratt, K4WV who became an 
SK on September 7th. He was a charter 
member of our chapter. It was reported 
the John Smith, W4ACG took Don Bice, 
W4PCO; XYL, Grace; and W4YB ona 
fishing trip and came back with a boat 
full of fish. It was reported that a hamfest 


is being held in Tampa on November 18/ 


19 and suggested that a booth be manned 
to promote membership in QCWA. Re- 
ported by J. Fredrick Strom, K9BSL. 


QCWA Chapter 12 (Miami, FL) members awarded National 


: 


QCWA certificates. Left to right: W4IYT, (Pres.) 55; 
W4SQG, 55; KE4KX, 60; W4UAA, 60; KB40I, 60. Not 
present were WB4JHI, 60; W4LLM, 60; K4HVI, 60; and 
W4RSG, 55. Photo by W4VZ. Franes provided by W4VZ 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing 
of the following Florida Amateur Ra- 
dio Operators. Please ‘ notify 
FLORIDA SKIP of any silent keys in 
your area. 


W1WX - Charles R. Sauer, Ocala 

NO4Z - Orlando “Orie” M. Fasano, 
Mulberry 

KD4SE - Rosser W. Carey, Fort 
Pierce 

KD4GF - Charles C. Castle, Fort 
Pierce 

WB4ZPO - Glenn A. Leffingwell, 
Port Charlotte 

KE4VV - Phillip Randall, Port 
Charlotte 

K2DZO - Frank Mangiere, Ormond 
Beach 

WB2NVJ - Jack Lohman, Bartow 

W2SJU - George H. Russell, 
Gainesville 

W4DH - Lester A. Pulley, Palm 
Harbor 

AB4GG - Stanley R. Fund, Port 
Charlotte 

W4GR - C.A. Baker, Apopka 

W4JFT - Kenneth A. Bastholm, Mi- 
ami 

W4SME - William R. Staples, At- 
lantic Beach 

W4TTX - Charles M. Ham, Stuart 

KK4ZX - George F. Oliver Sr., 
Bayonet Point 

W50G - William E. Fells, Lake 
Placid 

K7GXP - Floyd W. Bracy, Cape 
Coral 


Topree CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
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KNIGHTS of the Kilocycle — Don Browne, KQ4YM, Editor 


AD4ZY, AD4XS at Sugarloaf 


Mountaln 

The Knights of the Kilocycle is 
amateur radio’s oldest net, organized on 
Christmas Day, 1929, and now in the 66th 
year of operation. The Knights meet ev- 
ery Sunday morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilo- 
cycles. A membership certificate is earned 
after five consecutive weekly check-ins. 

New members Carol, AD4ZY and 
Robert, AD4XS of Tavares checked in 
with the net while mobile at Sugarloaf 
Mountain. Sugarloaf, located in Central 
Florida, is some three hundred feet above 
sea level, one of the highest spots in the 
state and a favorite mobile location for 
hams. 

Heard this month was a long-time 
member Andy, W4IYT of Miami Springs. 
We didn’t get to hear Andy’s comments 
as there was much QRM the week of his 
checkin but we sure welcome him to come 
back a let us know about his various cable 
TV programs and ham activities down 
Miami way. Andy was the former pub- 
lisher of the Florida Skip. 

We always enjoy hearing from 
long-time members who haven’t checked 


Jam and Bam in the UK 


And we have advice to anyone who 
should find a radio jamming device. 

Recent press reports have referred 
to an amateur radio jamming device that 
was booby trapped. These were based on 
a press release from the Thames Valley 
Police which reads as follows: 

“On the 19th of September 1995 a 
radio jamming device was found in the 
Brill area, Buckinghamshire. This had 
been placed there by an anti radio ham 
group in order to interfere with radio ham 
transmissions. Subsequent examination 
has shown the jammer to have an impro- 
vised explosive device attached to it of 
an anti-tamper type which should have 
detonated when the jammer was moved. 
Fortunately it did not. The device itself is 
a plastic box, the size of a burglar alarm 
box. This part may be out of view, buried 
underground or in bushes. There are wires 
leading from it to an antenna which is 
plastic tubing half an inch in diameter 
and about three feet long, similar look- 
ing to conduit. The explosive device is a 


maroon, or flare, which is attached to the. 


box. If it detonates it is capable of caus- 
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in lately. Set that alarm clock on Sunday 
mornings and join us! 

Stan, W4JKK of Sebastian is still 
working on the fish in the lake behind 
his home. One of these days he should be 
able to reel that one in. John, KL7JV of 
Port Charlotte may now be our “young- 
est” regular checkin member with the 
distinction of being born in 1959. Our 
“oldest” member, according to my look 
at recent rollcall checkins, is QRP’er 
Charlie, W1PB of Zephyrhills born back 
in ought niner. Runner up seems to be 
Floyd, N4FL of Lauderdale Lakes born 
in 1910. 

- Doug, N4SLS and Marion, 
KC4MFT of New Port Richey are still 
trying to help out backyard farmer Bob, 
W4KOG of North Palm Beach with his 
tomato planting this season. 

Jay, K9BSL of St. Pete has been 
promoting the QCWA annual picnic on 
the west coast and is planning to attend 
the QCWA convention. 

We encourage new check-ins each 
Sunday morning to ham radio’s oldest 
net. Join us and chat awhile about your 
activities. Please join us each Sunday at 
7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles. 


ing serious injury. Information has been 
received that there is at least one other 
such device in the Aylesbury area. The 
public are warned not to tamper with any 
device which they may come across and 
immediately contact the police.” 

The RSGB Repeater Management 
Group states that the jamming devices can 
be recognised on air by the fact that they 
play various pre-recorded messages on a 
random basis at regular intervals. These 


messages are usually of an abusive na- 


ture, but are sometimes tunes. If anyone 
hears one they should note down as much 
information as possible and pass it to their 
local repeater keeper. It would also be 


useful to copy it to RSGB HQ marked 


‘urgent - for the attention of RMG’. 

If anyone wishes to assist in DFing 
these devices then they should contact 
their local repeater keeper so that their 
efforts can be co-ordinated along with 
those of others. Finally we must 
emphasise that these devices are danger- 
ous and anyone finding one must not 
touch it, but should report it immediately 
to the local police. 

-RSGB News, October 15, 1995 


Phase 3-D details set _ 


All major contractual issues are 
now complete for the launch of the Phase 
3-D Amateur Radio satellite, scheduled 
for September 1996. Phase 3-D Interna- 
tional Satellite Project Leader Dr Karl 
Meinzer, -DJ4ZC, made the announce- 
ment at the annual Radio Amateur Satel- 
lite Corporation (AMSAT) meeting held 
the weekend of October 7 in Orlando, 
Florida. 

The final arrangements establish a 
firm cost, schedule and technical baseline 
for the launch, Meinzer said. The con- 
tract includes a launch price of about 1 
million dollars; contributions so far from 
individuals and organizations around the 
world will cover the “first installment” 
of the launch bill, about 800,000 dollars, 
which is due November 1, 1995. | 
AMSAT-NA President Bill Tynan, 
W3X0O, said that in addition to the addi- 
tional 200,000 dollars needed for launch, 
another 200,000 dollars is still needed to 
complete final assembly, check-out, and 
testing of the satellite. 

The contract with ESA specifies 
that if, for some reason, launch is not 
possible on the Ariane 502 rocket launch 
in September, 1996, the space agency will 
exercise its “best efforts” to launch P3-D 
on an (older) Ariane 4 booster, no later 
than mid-1997. Meinzer said that the 
P3-D design team has built the satellite 
and its carrying structure to be compat- 
ible with both the Ariane 4 and 5 boost- 
ers. 

Meinzer led negotiations with the - 
European Space Agency (ESA) the pre- 
vious weekend, in Evry, France. Also 
present at those meetings were AMSAT- 
North America Executive Vice President 
Keith Baker, KBISF, and AMSAT-NA 
Vice President for Engineering Dick 
Jansson, WD4FAB. 

A story about the P3-D satellite 
appeared in May 1995 QST. 

-ARRL | 


Ocala Outdoor Tailgate/ 


Hamfest | 
The Marion County Repeater Own- 
ers Assoc. will hold an Outdoor Tailgate/ 
Hamfest at Booster Stadium parking lot, 
NE 36th Ave, Dec. 2, 1995 from 8AM 
until 3PM. Admission for buyers is free — 
and sellers - $5.00. . 
For more information contact: 
Mario, N4TSV at 904-245-9514. — 
Talk in will be 146.97 (-). 


Amateur vanity call sign 
rules set, but starting 
_ date still up in the alr 


The Federal Communications 
Commission has released a Memorandum 
Opinion and Order in its vanity call sign 
proceeding, PR Docket 93-305. In re- 
sponse to several petitions for reconsid- 
eration, several changes have been made 
to the program as originally adopted. No 
starting date for the program has been 
announced. 

The FCC adopted, to a limited ex- 
tent, a change proposed by the ARRL and 
others that would have limited the selec- 
tion of vanity call signs, in most cases, to 
the call area corresponding to the address 
of the applicant. (The ARRL argued that 
it would be unfair for a licensee in one 
region to usurp a call sign in another re- 
gion, particularly to persons living in 
Puerto Rico, Alaska, Hawaii, and certain 
US possessions.) 

' The FCC said that although in its 
original report and order it has consid- 
ered prohibiting applicants from request- 
ing call signs that are assignable to sta- 


tions outside the call sign region where | 


they live, they decided not to “impose this 
limitation” because it would restrict the 
applicant’s choice of vanity call signs to 


10% or less of the call signs assignable - 


to a particular station. 

The FCC also said that “such a 
limitation could easily be circumvented 
by using a mailing address in another call 
sign region.” 

However, the FCC did limit re- 
quests for call signs corresponding to 
Alaska, the Caribbean insular areas, and 
Hawaii and the Pacific insular areas to 
licensees whose mailing address is in the 
corresponding state, Commonwealth or 
island. Thus, applicants in the 48 states 
will be allowed to request a call sign from 
any of the ten call sign regions. 

“We still believe that it is unneces- 
sary to impose a rigid correlation between 
the licensee’s mailing address, license 
class, and call sign,” the FCC said. 

The FCC did agree with sugges- 
tions that an amateur seeking the call sign 

- of a deceased, close relative, should hold 
an equal or higher class amateur license 
to that corresponding to the group of the 
call sign being sought. The FCC said that 
the two-year waiting period following the 
death during which the call sign is not 
available would allow close relatives to 


upgrade their license class, if necessary. 

The FCC also decided that priority 
should be given to established clubs for 
obtaining the call sign of a deceased club 
member. To that end, the Commission 
established a new “gate,” Gate 1A, that 
will follow Gate 1 in priority. By this 
method, the call sign of a deceased ama- 
teur will be available first to a close rela- 
tive, then to a club. In order to be eli- 
gible, clubs will have to have held a sta- 
tion license on or before March 24, 1995 
(the date of the FCC’s Report and Order 
in Docket 93-305). 

The new FCC Part 97 rules become 
effective November 17, 1995, but the FCC 
has not announced a starting date for the 
program. The new FCC Form 610-V for 
vanity call sign applications is not yet 
available. The opening of Gate 1 will be 
announced by FCC public notice. 

The FCC’s original report and or- 
der was adopted December 23, 1994. 
More information on the vanity call sign 
program was in QST for March 1995 
(page 98), April (page 41); and May (page 
95). 


New rules set 
Here is how the new FCC 
rules will read: 97.19 Application for a 
vanity call sign. 

(d) The vanity call sign re- 
quested by an applicant must be selected 
from the group of call signs correspond- 
ing to the same or lower class of operator 
license held by the applicant as designed 
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in the sequential call sign system. 

(4) A call sign designated un- 
der the sequential call sign system for 
Alaska, Hawaii, Caribbean Insular Areas, 
and Pacific Insular areas will be assigned 
only to a primary or club station whose 
licensee’s mailing address is in the cor- 
responding state, commonwealth, or is- 
land. This limitation does not apply to 
an applicant for the call sign as the 
spouse, child, grandchild, stepchild, par- 
ent, grandparent, stepparent, brother, sis- 
ter, stepbrother, stepsister, aunt, uncle, 
niece, nephew, or in-law, of the former 
holder now deceased. 

97.21 Application for a modi- 
fied or renewed license. 

(ii) When the license shows a 
call sign selected by the vanity call sign 
system, the application must be filed as 
specified in Section 97.19(b). When the 
application has been received at the 
proper address specified in the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau Fee Filing 
Guide prior to the license expiration date, 
the license operating authority is contin- 
ued until final disposition of the applica- 
tion. 

‘(The full text of this FCC 
Memorandum Opinion and Order can be 
downloaded from the ARRL BBS and 
other electronic sites.) 

-ARRL 
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What do | know? 


More than you know 
-by John McAleenan, Florida Today 


I’msure I am late in recognizing all this, but I have come 
to realize the Information Age is surely upon us. 

Why do I know this? Let me tell you a little story. 

I went searching last week for the person in Brevard who 
had won the Florida Lotto, a $15 million-plus ticket. There 
were lots of rumors, but eventually I came up with not only a 
- fame, but an occupation and a place of employment. - 

Because I was unable to locate the person, and could get 
no independent confirmation, I was not positive I-had the right 
name but still pretty sure | was on the right track. 

Now what? Well, as it turns out, there is a computer firm 
in the Fort Lauderdale area that has managed to tie together 
most of Florida’s public records into a single program. 

With just a name, and at a cost of $1.50 per minute, in 
less than 15 minutes | had in hand a five-page printout of in- 
formation on the individual, most of which, at least in this case, 
was really none of my business. 

For instance, I had his driver’s license number, when it 
was issued and when it would expire. I had his Social Security 
number and when it was issued. 

I knew his height, not his weight, but I knew the color of 
his skin and his date of birth. 

I knew of his accident record, and whether he had been 
found at fault in any of the accidents. 

I knew of his workers’ compensation claims and even- 
tual compensation. 

I knew of several residences where he had lived and had 
a half-page of nearby neighbors, their addresses and telephone 
numbers. 

I knew his place of employment and when he was hired. 
If he had owned property, I would have know of the exact plat 
and location, when he bought it and how much he had paid for 
it. 

I also had a list of possible relatives and their Social Se- 
curity numbers, driver’s license numbers, their occupations and 
addresses and telephone numbers. 

I would have known of professional Copnces should he 
have had any. For instance, he was not a pilot; he did not own 
an airplane. He also had not started any corporations. I also 
would have known of his marriages and divorces, should there 
have been any. 

I knew how many cars he had, when he bought them, the 
color and cubic inches of the engine, the insurance company 
and the lien holder. I knew the make of his boat, its length and 
its tag number, 

So what do I think about all this? Well, I’m in a hard 
place here, As a journalist, I think you can never have enough 
information. Quite often, it is more a matter of knowing it than 
using it. 

But as a person, I am appalled that given just a name, a 
computer program in a manner of minutes can print out this 
type of information. Yes it is public record, and Florida has one 
of the more open public record laws in the nation. 
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But if you personally had to go to each agency and search 
out a particular public record, well, that would-be a cayphing 
task and most wouldn’t bother. 

Now it is no longer a daunting task. Give the a name hd 
I can tell you more about yourself than you would want me to 
know. Is that good? Bad? Scary? Wrong? It doesn’t make any 
difference. It is here. 
Reprinted with permission 
Florida Today, September 25, 1995 


} 


Ed. Note./n the June, 1994 issue of Florida Skip, I ad- 
dressed the greater issue of the Government scheme to 
impliment clipper chip technology that would “decree that the 
entire information highway would be required to operate un- 
der the government's Clipper Chip Algorithm.” Essentially the 
government would be able to access data within computer sys- 
tems (personal and corporate), intercept data transmissions in 
the internet and compile information on selected individuals. - 
All in the name of protecting us from terrorism. 

Dr. Dorothy Denning, a government spokesperson, as- 
sured us that we should not be concerned since a warrant must 
be issued prior to accessing any electronic line. Need I men- 
tion that warrantless searches are now permitted under cer- 
tain circumstances? How would that be applied in the case of 
computers or data? 


When serious concerns were raised about the security of 
personal data going into a giant memory bank with greater 
reliance on having one’s social security number attached, citi- 
zens were assured that these records “could only be accessed 
by responsible organizations, approved by certified authori- 
ties and usually impenetrable without an individual’s signed 


permission.” 
As you read above, John only needed his consuming de- 


sire to sniff out a story and a few bucks, to assemble a treasure 
chest of personal information on an individual, not to mention 
his neighbors.. How much more information did John NOT 
obtain? He did not get a printout of phone calls made, to where, 
to when, to whom and how long. Those records are easily ob- 
tained. An agressive investigator could submit a properly tai- 
lored and massaged report to imply any number things; lives 
beyond one's means, makes frequent calls to areas of cocaine 
trafficking (no matter that grandma happens to live there); took 
out large insurance policy on his wife (contemplating an acci- 
dent perhaps?), or has an arsenal of registered weapons (surely 
part of a militia movement). 

Anyone concerned about protecting one’s personal and 
private information must view this matter with serious con- 
cern. One only need observe some recent events to realize that 
powers greater than you and me can arrive at distorted and 
fatal conclusions. Our right to protect and preserve our per- 
sonal privacy as we enter the “information age” is of para- 
mount importance to all of us. 

ger// 
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Installing Windows NT 


With the release of Windows 95, the computing public is all 
exciting about new operating systems and the capabilities that we’ ve 
been missing all these years. I’ve been following all of this noise by 
wading through the media, from the frantic phone calls to my house, 
and first hand as I have converted some of my systems over to Win- 
dows NT. : 

Windows NT is best installed from a CD ROM drive as it would 
take all day using the thirty disks in the floppy install kit. Windows 
95 and Office for 95 are just as dense. If you don’t already have a CD 
ROM drive, then it’s time to get one. A 4X CD ROM drive in either 
SCSI or EIDE (ATAPI) interfaces sell for about $150. The NT instal- 
lation took over an hour even with the CD ROM Drive and I had to do 
it twice. The first install attempt failed because I had a configuration 
that the operating system didn’t agree with. The ensuing indigestion 
was best solved by starting over. 

NT requires about 10 Megabytes of RAM just to run. A 12 
Megabyte system can be configured but I recommend a minimum of 
16 Megabytes of RAM for NT. A 486-33 processor is also a good 
starting point for performance. NT will run on a 386 but there are a 
lot of parallel tasks in operation with a typical system. The 386 may 
be too slow. NT requires about 80 Megabytes of Hard Drive space so 
plan on at least a 300 Megabyte partition for NT. 

Windows NT first comes up evaluating your hardware. If there 
is any devices which it does not recognize, it will prod you for a driver 


disk. It is best to have all of the drivers ready to install before you | 


begin this process. If you are unsure of the suitability of your hard- 
ware, NT comes with a Hardware Compatibility Guide. This guide 
lists all of the systems, add-in cards, storage devices, and video which 
has been validated with NT. If everything in your box is in this list, 
then you will have no trouble with the NT install. If not, you need a 
custom driver from the manufacturer. Name brand hardware really is 
a plus here. 

Start your install with the installation of DOS. NT has an MS- 
DOS capability but with only limited capability. The first DOS appli- 
cation I tried running under NT was a compiled GW Basic program 
for HAM’s. Unfortunately, it didn’t work. If you have a DOS parti- 
tion on your hard drive, NT will build a dual boot kernel when it 
installs. Also, when you install DOS, decide how much of you hard 
drive will be allocated to DOS and how much will be for NT. NT runs 
best in a separate partition. From FDISK under DOS, you can divide 
your hard drive into a DOS partition and an extended DOS partition. 
These will show up on your system as two different hard drives. If 
you have two different hard drives, use on for DOS boot and the 
other for NT. 

NT installs your storage devices first. This makes sense be- 
cause the installer needs both the CD ROM and the Hard Disk to 
copy the system files and build a. boot disk. NT works best with 
SCSI drives. If your SCSI controller is in the NT compatibility list, 
then NT will mount all of the devices that are attached including 
tape backup drives. Any storage devices not on SCSI are mounted 
with an individual driver. Remember that IDE stands for Integrated. 
Drive Electronics. This means that the interface between the hard 
drive and the motherboard comes with the drive. There are subtle 
differences from one hard drive to another and NT has to support 
each of these differences. Some hard drive combinations may not 
work. Once the storage devices are installed, NT will format a par- 
tition for its use. NT will use the DOS FAT format but this limits 
your file names to 8.3 configuration. NT works best with its own 
NTFS partition on the hard drive. NTFS has better file storage and 
includes File Security and automatic mirroring. I recommend that 
you use NTFS for your NT partition. 

Once NT has copied files and built the system on your hard 
drive, it will look for a network device. If you plan to use a network, 
make sure you are connected at this time as NT will save you the 
drudgery of connecting to the network devices. NT supports just 


about every protocol on the network including TCP IP and Apple Talk 
at the same time. If you plan to connect to a network via phone mo- 
dem, NT can dial the modem and connect to your network automati- 
cally. once connected, NT will use all of the protocols as if you were 
connected directly. If you are using TCP IP, NT will ask you for your 
IP addresses. These addresses are allocated to you when you connect 
to Internet E Mail. If you use an Internet Provider, he will give you 
these numbers. 

Once connected, NT will build the program manager. The cur- 
rent version of NT looks just like Windows 3.11. Microsoft has plans 
to migrate the Windows 95 GUI (Graphical User Interface) to NT in 
the near future. The Program Manager will look familiar if you al- 
ready use Windows 3.11 and NT adds quite a few more features that I 
found useful. 

The last part of the install selects your video resolution. NT 
adds a testing feature that avoids the nightmare of improper video 
selection under 3.11. Here, you can select the video that looks the 
best before it becomes a permanent installation. 

Now, your part is done. NT now builds the disk mirror and 
prompts you for a floppy to make an emergency repair disk. I recom- 
mend this feature because NT does not have an underlying DOS that 
you can fall back on if something fails. Microsoft has provided sev- 
eral repair options in the Setup, and during the Boot process. Should 
the NT system files get corrupted, there are several ways to recover. 

NT should now be up and running. You’ll find that most appli- 
cations that run under 3.11 will also run under NT. The most notable 
exception is hardware communication. If your application talks to 
hardware, then you will need a driver for NT. So far, my NT platform 
has been solid. The network install was a breeze and the network 
maintenance is easy. It’s obvious that Microsoft will migrate to this 
platform when the hardware configurations of the Home PC is suffi- 
cient to support it. Until then, Windows 95 is a bridge. 

Steve 


Press Release 

Titusville, FL--On November 11, 1995, the Titusville 
Amateur Radio Club will hold its 5th Annual Hamfest at Fox 
Lake Park, one mile west of town, over I-95 on Fox Lake Road. 
The hours are 9am to 5pm, covered pavilion. Admission is 
FREE, tables-$5.00, and tailgate-$3.00. Vendors, flea market, 
refreshments, and free parking. Talk-in on 146.91. 

Contact Cliff Hoag, KC4SYD, 2670 Hutchinson PI., 
Titusville, FL 32780. Phone: 407-267-7030 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
Tel. (407) 894-3238 ¢ Toll Free (800) 327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espanol (407)-898-1166 
Fax (407) 894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 1898 Drew Street 


Tel. (813) 461-4267 ¢ In-State (800) 557-4237 
Fax (813) 443-7893 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 37 years! 


Dealer for... 

ALINCO * AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD « SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI ¢ WICKLIFFE, OH « LAS VEGAS, NV 
(800) 558-0411 (800) 321-3594 (800) 634-6227 
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Edited by I1JQJ, IKITYU 
BY — - From 19 to 26 October, during the “1995 Shanghai Scientific 


& Tech-nological Festival”, the special BT4ASF station will be 
active. Operations in CW, SSB, FM, PACKET, ATV and SSTV, on 
80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6 meters bands and on 144/432 MHz. QSL via 
P.O. Box 085-205 Shanghai, China. 

C2 _- Fumio, JA3JA, from 28 to 30 October will be QRV as C21/JA 
from Nau-ru. Activities in CW/SSB/RTTY on 160 to 10 meters 
bands. QSL via homecall. 

CE9 ant- After some days spent in Punta Arenas (Chile) Kenn, 
CE9/GONKZ is now in Patriot Hills (WABA MN-01). QSL via 
GOSZO. 

CEO - Siegfried, DK9FN, reports that he finally received, after 
one year the authorization to operate as CEOY/DK9FN from Easter 
Island, va-lid until 2 May 1996. Since he his ready for the Norfolk 


Isl opera-tion , VKON [see VK9_n], he actually doesn’t know the - 


exact dates for CEOY activities. 

CY0O = -The CYOTP activities ended at 11.30 UTC of 10 October 
and the team left Sable Island some hours later, at 15.15 UTC. All 
the operators and the equipments returned in Nova Scotia. 
logged more than 11000 QSO, 6500 in CW and 900 via satellite. 
EA1 -From 13 to 15 October, if weather permits, the EDITRA and 
EA1ALA/P will be active from Isla de Cortegada (EU-080; DIE O- 
005). QSL via EA1BEZ. 

EI - The East Cork Radio Group (EI7M) will join the CQWW DX 
SSB Contest on all bands. QSL via EI6HB (Denis O’Flynn, 
Ladysbridge P.O., Ca-stlemartyr, Co. Cork, Ireland). 

ET __ - Karl, DL1VU, is actually active in CW from Ethiopia as 
ET3KV. QSL via homecall. 

IL3.—_- Sunday 15 October, IV3VQN/IL3, will be QRV from 
Volperossa island (IIA GO-21) on 40 and 20 meters bands. QSL via 
IV3JWR. 

IP1 -Sunday 8 October, I1FX, 2MWZ, IK2OWX and IKINEG 
made about 250 contacts in 3 hours from Scogli I Pagliai (IIA SV- 
03) using the IP1/IKINEG and IP1/I2Z2MWZ calls. QSLvia their 
homecalls. 

KP - Ramon, KP4VP is active daily in RTT Y/AMTOR/PACTOR 
from 2200 to 0030 UTC, on 20 metri. QSL via KD8IW. 

P4-—= - Mike (K4PI) from 24 to 30 October will be active as P49I 


from Aruba joining the CQWW DX SSB Contest on 160 meters. 


CARL'S ANTENNAS 
KS4IJ 


Lakevi€W Hansticks - HF, VHF, UHF 


Smiley 1/2 wave Flex, 5/8 Slim Ducks/ 

i . Carl Paulicelli 

‘ 973 Haas Ave. NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32907 


407-952-6849 


8 
(byes 
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band. QSL homecall. 

P4 = - Sunday 10 December, during the 330th anniversary of the 
Dutch Royal Marine, the special P43QPO (Qua Patet Orbis) will be 
activated from PA3DWC. QSL via bureau. [see also PA] 

PA — - Sunday 10 December (0900-2100 UTC), during the 330th 
anniversary of the Dutch Royal marine, the special PA6QPO (Qua 
Patet Orbis) will be activated on all bands from 80 to 10 meters in 
SSB and CW. Ope-rators will be: PA3GLH, PA2THD, PA3GBK 
and PA3DGH. QSL via bureau. [see also P4] 

PY - Ari, PT2BW, after using the ZX2A call during his_ last 
CQWW DX RTTY Contest, reports that he will join , with the same 
call, the follo-wing contests: JARTS WW RTTY, CQWW DxX SSB, 
WAEDC RTTY, CQWW DX CW and ARRL 10 Meter. QSL for ZX2A 
via PT2BW, bureau or direct. 

SV/A_ - Monk Apollo, SV2ASP/A, from Mount Athos, has been 
active last wee-kend in RTTY on 14084 KHz. Meanwhile the DXAC 
is discussing about the possible deletion of Mount Athos from DXCC 
List. 

SV8_ - From 14 to 20 October, the special J48KEF station will be 
active from Kafalonia Island (EU-052), by SVIBRL, SV8AQY and 
SVIDKL. QSL via SV8AQY. 

SV9 -From 22 to 29 October, Jukka (OHIJJS/OH6LI) will be 
active from Crete on all bands from 160 to 10 meters (probably on 
6 mtrs too) in CW/SSB, if the owner of the Hotel permits the anten- 
nas to be in-stalled. QSL for SV9/OH6LI via homecall. 

T30 = _- Fumio, JA3JA; from 20 to 27 Otobere will be QRV as 
T30JA from West Kiribati. Activity in CW/SSB/RTTY on 160 to 
10 meters bands. QSL via homecall. 

TK - During the SSB and CW CQWW DxX Contests, some 
members of the Bava-rian Contest Club and of the TK Contest Gang 
will meet. together to join the Multi-Single category using the TK2C 
call. The operators for the CQWW DX SSB will be TKSEP, TKSNN, 
TKSMH, DK20Y, DK6WL, DF7RX and DF4RD, while for the 
CQWW CW they will be: TKSEP, TKSNN, DL2NBU, DL6RAI and 
others. The SSB team will arrive to Ajaccio Cor-se, the 25 October 
and will spend the days before the contest in-stalling all the anten- 
nas and the equipments, with possible activi-ties before and after 
the contest. QSL via bureau or direct to DF7RX (Bernhard Steibl, 
Kelheimwinzerstr. 40, D-93309 Kelheim, Ger-many). 

TY -The contest team by G3SXW, GM3YTS, KSVT, KC7V, and | 


' N7BG (there is not K7GE for bad health conditions) will join the 


next CQWW DX CW Contest from Benin using the TYSA call. 
Before and after the cont-est the operators will respectively use the 
calls: TYSSXW, TYS5RE, TYSVT, TYSME, TYSAR. QSL for TYSA 
via GM4AGL Bill Ferguson, 72 High Park Sail, Erskine, 
Renfrewshire, Scotland PA8 7HX, for other ope-rations, via their 
homecall! ‘see also 9G] 

V6 —s- Kazu, JAOVSH/V63KZ, and Tak, JAISCJ/V63YT, will be 
QRV from Micro-nesia from 20 to 25 October, with CW/SSB op- 
erations on all bands from 160 tO 6 meters (WARC included). Kazu 
will be particularly ac-tive on 160 meters, on 1824.5 KHz for Mom 
JA and on 1827 KHz for Europe. QSL via homecalls. 

V7_~——- Fumio, JA3JA, from 13 to 19 October will be QRV as V73JA 


‘from Mar-shall Islands. CW/SSB/RTTY activity on bands from 160 


to 10 meters. QSL via hemecall. 

VK9_n - The well-known antenna designer, Siegfried Hari, DK9FN, 
from 4 to 11 November will be active in CW from Norfolk Island, on 
all bands: find him 5 KHz up from the band beginning. QSL only 
via bureau ! Direct cards will receive no answers. 

VK9_x - Rob, ND3A, will spend a vacation to Christmas Isl. during 
November and hopes to be active as VK9XRS on all bands from 160 
to 10 meters mainly in CW. He will join, if possible the CQWW DX 
CW Contest. QSL via ND3A. 

VKO_h_ - Following what published in previous number, Peter, 
ON6TT, reports that thanks to recent donations by EI6S, PA3FQA, 


Continued on page 18 


Aid for Virgin Islands 


Amateurs in the US Virgin Islands 
have an additional repeater on the air fol- 
lowing Hurricane Marilyn, thanks to the 

loan of a repeater from the ARRL. 

When Marilyn hit the islands on 

September 16, some local repeaters were 
put out of commission. ARRL USVI Sec- 
tion Manager Ron Hall, KP2N, said that 
a temporary repeater and a few 2-meter 
quarter-wave antennas would help the 
radio amateurs in St Thomas to provide 
disaster relief communication until they 
can get all their repeaters repaired and 
operational again. 

The League obtained a complete 2- 

meter repeater and shipped it to Hall, 


along with antennas. The repeater is in. 


use on 146.81 MHz. 

The equipment will eventually be 
returned to ARRL Headquarters where it 
will be added to other gear (several hand- 

helds and 2-meter transceivers) kept at 
the ready for emergencies. These latter 
radios were last used by amateurs who 
helped the American Red Cross after 
Hurricane Iniki hit the Hawaiian Islands 
in September 1992. Before that, some of 
the equipment was used in Puerto Rico 
after Hurricane Hugo in 1989. 

-ARRL 


Lookin’ fer a new 
callsign? 


For those interested in obtaining a 
1 x 2 or 2 x 1 in the new vanity call 
scheme, one may look up the available 
calls for each area on World Wide Web at 
the Radio Devices home page. 

The address is: 


http://www.raddev.com/biz/raddev/ 


WACRAL announces 


new officers 


The World Association of Christian 
Radio Amateurs and Listeners has an- 
nounced the appointment of several new 
officers. The Reverend Philip Fanning, 
G6UFI, is to become General Secretary 
with effect,from January 1996. Brian 
Hancock, G4NPM, and Peter Jackson, 
GOPPQ, have already taken up their du- 
ties as Treasurer and Newsletter Editor 
respectively. Further information about 
the W.A.C.R.A_L. is available from Derek 
Chivers, G3XNX, whose address may be 
found in the RSGB Call Book. 

-RSGB News, October 15, 1995 


The Best All-Round Packet TNC - 
PacComm’s PicoPacket 


Compact! 
Only 1" x 2.5" x 
3.25". An inch 
shorter than a 
pack of ciga- 
rettes. 


Powerful! Z- 
181 high inte- 
gration MPU 
with one mega- 
byte address 
space. 
Inexpensive! 
Only US$129 
(32k RAM 
model). 


Perfect Beginner’s TNC! 
Every feature you would expect in an 
AX.25 1200 baud TNC, plus: 


On-Line HELP! Type Help and a com- 


/ mand name (or part of a command name) 


and receive the correct spelling, shortest 
abbreviation, default value(s), acceptable 
values, and a short explanation of its func- 
tion. 


Personal Message System with all the 
State-of-the-art features: Automatic mes- 
sage addressing to your home BBS, mes- 
sage forwarding via direct or network, etc. 


APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting Sys- 
tem) compatible GPS support built-in. 
Works with either the standatd single serial 
port or the optional second serial port. 


Terminal programs for both DOS and 
Windows included. 


Cables. RJ-45 serial cable with adapter to 
DE-9S. RJ-45 radio cable has real wire - 
solders easily to radio connectors. 


Upgradeable. EPROM and RAM are 
socketed for ease in upgrading firmware 
and increasing memory. 


Instruction manual, schematic, Quick 
Command listing, and power cord in- 
cluded. 


Optional RAM. 128k, or 512k. 


Battery Pack 
model. The case of 
the battery pack 
model fits a quick- 
change 6VDC slide- 
on/slide-off battery 
pack which allows 
continuous opera- 
tion. The Pico- 
Packet contains a 
built-in battery 
charging circuit. 


Full-time GPS port 
(2nd serial port) al- 
lows both aGPS and 
computer to be at- 
tached to the Pico- 
Packet. The GPS port also provides a real- 
time clock and 128k RAM. 


Built-in GPS receiver. The GPS model 
has a built-in Trimble SVee6-CM3 GPS 
receiver. Total size only 2 x 2.5 x 3.25 
inches. Active external GPS antenna pro- 

vided. ) 


Companion GPS receiver. A Trimble 
SVee6-CM3 receiver fits in a separate case 
the same size as the Pico and attaches via 
an audio stereo cable. GPS antenna pro- 
vided. 


Models and Prices: 
PicoPacket w/32k RAM - $129 


PicoPacket w/128k RAM - $149 


PicoPacket with 2nd serial port, 128k 
RAM, Real Time Clock - $189 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with 32k 
RAM - $189 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with 128k 
RAM - $209 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with sec- 
ond serial port, 128k, RTC - $249 


PicoPackeU/GPS. Same as model directly 
above plus internal GPS receiver and GPS 
antenna - $629 


Companion GPS receiver w/active an- 
tenna, data cable - $399 


Extra battery pack - $45 


PacComm Packet Radio Systems, Inc. 
4413 N. Hesperides St., Tampa, FL 33614-7618 


$13-874-2980 
BBS: 813-874-3078 


Facsimile: 813-872-8696 
Internet: Skip@paccomm.com 
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Evi's AMATEUR RaDIO. 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


ic 


State Road 84 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
HAM EQUIPMENT” 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 


EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS AND 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


ELI JOSE AL LEN 
AA4BK WT4G N4AXQ AB4LV 
954 30§ 
§2,5-0103 944-3383 
BROWARD FAX DADE Fax 


NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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ARRL Responds to “One Ham’s 


Opinion”, October Issue 


To the Editor: 

John Weatherley, AB4ET, concluded his “One Ham’s 
Opinion” in the October issue with “I hope to God I’m wrong.” 

I am pleased to assure him, and your readers, that he is 
indeed wrong. 

Weatherley says, “ARRL campaigned for a No-Code tech- 
nician license.,.done by the ARRL board despite the overwhelm- 
ing objections of the members who elected them!” I don’t know 
the basis for his claim that the League’s membership was over- 
whelmingly opposed ‘to any form of codeless amateur license; 
certainly that was true in the early 1980s, but opinions had 
shifted markedly by the time the issue resurfaced in 1988. Com- 
ments received by both the ARRL and'the FCC during 1988 to 

1990 were generally supportive of the concept. The only ARRL 
director who ran for re-election on an anti-no-code platform 
was defeated. Despite Weatherley’s claims to the contrary, de- 
mocracy worked. 

He then says, “My attitude changed completely when the 
league supported the allocation of the 2 meter band for No- 
code techs.” I would be very interested to learn when this change 
supposedly took place, because as anyone can tell who reviews 
the public record in PR Docket 90-55, the League viewed on of 
the objectives of a codeless license as encouraging activity on 
the less-used bands above 220 MHz and was consistent in its 
position right up to the Commission’s final decision. 

He goes on to apply some sweeping (and inaccurate) gen- 
eralizations about not-for-profit organizations to the ARRL, 

without making the slightest attempt to determine whether they 
in fact apply. My favorite is, “Since Not-For-Profit Corps. can- 
not accrue profits, after payment of liabilities and setting aside 
funds for defined expenditure surplus money must be absorbed 
and healthy corporations have highly paid executives with lots 
of perks.” This is utter nonsense. Like most non-profit organi- 
zations, the ARRL runs out of money long before we run out of 
ideas as to how it could be spent constructively for the good of 
Amateur Radio. To suggest that if some money is left over at 
the end of a year it gets stuck into someone’s pay envelope is 


_Butler/Gauzens Declared Re-elected 


ARRL Southeastern Director Frank Butler, W4RH and 
Vice Director Evelyn Gauzens, W4SYR drew no opposition 
and have been declared re-elected to two year terms which be- 
gin Jan. 1, 1996. Both begin their ninth full terms. 

No petitions were filed from others seeking the posts. 
_ These are volunteer jobs. Frank and Evelyn represent the South- 
eastern Division which includes Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
Puerto Rico and the West Indies. The along with 14 other divi- 
sion Directors and Vice Directors establish ARRL policies. 
Congratulations to Frank and Evelyn. 

- Balanced Modulator, October 1995 


not only insulting to me and the rest of the ARRL staff, it is 
insulting to your readers’ intelligence. 

It is undeniably true that when the Commission adopted 
a formula for a codeless license that was different from that of 
the League, we nevertheless urged the amateur community to 
accept and to assimilate the newcomers into our ranks. In those 
areas where that advice has been heeded, we hear few reports 
of difficulties. If Weatherly wants to see why it is that the new 
amateurs he encounters are not more as he would like them to 
be, he might look in the mirror. 

I respectfully suggest that in the future, you devote your 
page space to opinions that are more firmly grounded in real- 
ity. 

Sincerely, 

David Sumner, K1ZZ 

Executive Vice President 


Ed. Note. J have generally been supportive of the ARRL 
and its policies. I am happy that Mr. Sumner, K1ZZ took the 
time to respond with his opinion in rebuttal of Mr. Weatherley’s 
“One Ham’s Opinion”. 

For me to make a determination as to which ham’s opin- 
ion is “more firmly grounded in reality” poses an interesting 
dilemma. Am I to assume that one, or any, ham’s opinion that 
does not reflect the views of the ARRL is NOT grounded in 
reality and should not be given space to express his opinion? 
There's an awfully ugly word and Constitutional amendment 


for that. ger// 
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Read all about your favorite 
modes of amateur radio 
digital communications! 


The DIGITAL JOURNAL 
\is the only publication 
"| dedicated solely to info on 

RTTY, Packet, Pactor, G- 

tor, Clover, Amtor, CCW, 

CW and more! Rigs, 

| computers, software, 
news and reviews are 
also covered. Each 
month, every 32 page 
issue is chock-full of 
hints, tips, operating 
news and events to help 
you get the most out of 


this exciting aspect of amateur radio! 
Don’t miss a single issue. Get connected today! Fill out and 
mail the form below, with enclosed payment to: 
IDRA/DJ « P.O. Box 2550 « Goldenrod, FL 32733-2550 
or fax to: 407-671-0194 


1 Yr (12 issues) O $32.00 1stC - U.S. /NA O DX-Air $42.00 


Name Call 
Address 

City 

State/Country 

Zip/Postal Code 

QVISA OMC # 

Exp. Date 


Signature 


/ 
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DX Cluster - Continued from page 14 


ONSNT, SMOSMK, DK3VN, DJ9ZB (for the second time) and 
Armamast (commercial spon-sor), the European Fund to support 
the “1995 Heard Island DXpedi-tion” is actually US$ 6718 (12 
October). Other US$ 1690 are expec-ted from DX associations and 
commercial sponsors. Donations are still welcomed via ON6TT 
(Europe), KOIR (Americas), JHIAJT (Japan) and VK2BEX 
(Oceania). 

XF4  - Bob, KK6EK, reports that Nellie, XE1CI, that recently 
joined the Easter Island/Salas y Gomez expedition, will not go to 
Revillagi-gedo (425DXN 222). 

YB __ - The expedition to Talaud Island (OC-???, 425DXN 224) is 
now planned from 19 to 21 October using one of these _ possible 
calls: YE8TI, 8A8TI, YBORX/8, YBOCN/8. 

YB_ - The expedition to Sangihe Island (OC-???, 425DXN 224) is 
now plan-nned from 23 to 25 October (the Sun eclipse will be the 24 
October):using one of these possible calls: YE8SUN, 8A8SUN, 
YBORX/8, YBOCN/8 

YB - Rob, ND3A, will leave to Jakarta on 16 October, from where 
he hopes to stay 3 or 4 weeks, for work purposes. During this trip 
he will try to work as YBOASI from the AA4U station, joining, if 
possible, the CQWW DX SSB Contest. QSL via WA4FYVT, bureau 
or direct. 

ZL7_ - Jon (WB8YJF) and Leo (K8PYD) will join the next CQWW 
DX CW Contest, respectively as ZL7CW and ZL7PYD, from 
Chatham Islands. ‘The start of the operations that, before and after 
the contest, will take place in CW/SSB/RTTY on all HF bands, is 
planned for 21 November. Jon will leave Chatham on 28 November, 
while Leo will remain until 8 December joining the ARRL 160m 
CW Contest. Qsl via homecalls. 

3V__ - Andy, DJ7IK, Felix, DL8OBC, and Hein, DL2OBF, mem- 
bers of the Rhein Ruhr DX Association (RRDXA), will be QRV 
from club-station 3V8BB during next CQWW DX CW Contest (25- 
26 November). All the QSO. will automatically be confirmed via 
bureau. For direct answers the ad-dres is: Heinrich Langkopf 
DL2OBF, Ritterstr. 42, D-31174 Scheller-ten, Germany. 

4U_itu - From 27 to 30 October, 4ULITU will be activates from 
OLI1A Contest. Team (OK1CW, OK1DF, OKIFIA, OK1FUA, 
OK1HH, OK1MM; OKI1TN and OK2GG), joining the CQWW DX 
SSB _ Contest as 4U0ITU.° Before and after the contest, the activity 
will take place preferrable in CW/SSB in WARC bands and in RTTY 
on the other HF bands. QSL via OKIDWX. 

4U_itu - The operations by DLIGKG, DJOLX, DL2GGA, and 
DG3GBM as 4UO0ITU (425DXN 230) logged about 2900 QSOs, 
most with USA on 40 meters. It was impossible to work via satel- 
lite. QSL via bureau to 4UOITU, or direct to: IARC, P.O. Box 6, CH- 
1211 Geneva, Switzerland (this is the night address, we wrote the 
wrong one in number 230). 

SH ~~ - The special SHSOUN call will be used during next months to 
celebra-te the SOth anniversary of United Nations. Activity mainly 
on 20 meters, between 1700 and 2100Z. QSL via Tanzania Amateur 
Radio Club SHSOUN, P.O. Box 945, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. 
5R_ - As reported ih number 226, Shun (JF1MGI) is actually in 
Malagasy and will be ative in RTTY and PACTOR during October 
as SR8EU. QSL via homecall. 

8Q__- Andy, G4ZVJ (ex ZD8VJ) and Ken, G4ARWD (ex ZD8WD) 
from 21 November to 3 December will be active as, respectively, 
8Q7VJ and 8Q7WD from Meerufenfushi Island, Maldives. CW only 
operations on 1827, 3503, 7003, 10107, 14027, 18077, 21027, 24897, 
28027 KHz (+/- QRM) split. The 8Q7VJ_ call will also be used to 
join the CQWW DX CW Contest. QSL to their homecalls (Atten- 
tion: Andy, G4Z VJ has changed his ad-dress. Look in the bottom 
part of the bulletin) 

8Q _ - Following what published in previous number, the opera- 
tions by Ru-di (DK7PE) as 8Q7CW took place from 25 September 
to 2 October and they was mainly on low bands from 160 to 30 
meters. He logged about 2400 stations and, thanks to goog condi- 
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tions, he made 160 QSO on 80 and 160 meters with North America. | 
9G -G3SXW, GM3YTS, K5VT, KC7V and N7BG from 18 to 20) 
November will be QRV, in CW only and on low_ bands, from Accra,’ 
Ghana, respectively using the calls: 9GSSX, 9GSRF, 9GSVT, 


9GSMF, 9GSAR. QSL. homecalls. [see also TY] 

9X - Following what published in number 229, Mark, 9X/ 
ON4WW, reports that starting from this weekend he will change 
his 80 meters frequency, from previous 3501 KHz to 3514 KHz 
(QSX +1). Hours will be the same (between 2330 and 0200 UTC). 
Mark will also try to be QRV on 30/40 meters. Find him on 20 mtrs 
RTTY also. 


4U/OH2BBF (Rwanda) -> Eric, OH2BBF, has received from Bill 
Kennamer, KSFUV, (DXCC Manager) the confirmation that QSL 
for Rwanda operations with the 4U prefix will be accepted for DXCC 
credit, but this will be the last one, as the United Nation permission 
can be officially issued only from New York. 

TA6ZS & YM6ZS -> Laurent, FSSLQ, reports that he answered 
all the requests for the TA6ZS operations, both via direct and bu- 
reau. Unfortunately due to a print delay, the YM6ZS cards are still 
to be sent. New cards will be ready before the 15 October and Laurent — 
will immediately start to send them. His address is: FSSLQ, Laurent 
Monzauge, Bellevue, F-24120 Terrasson, France. 

G4ZVJ_ -> Andy reports his new postal address: Andy Chadwick 
G4ZVJ, 5 Thorpe Chase, Littlethorpe Road, Ripon, North York- 
shire, HG4 1UA, England. He can answer for ZD8VJ, ZD7VJ, 
3D2VJ, T20VJ, A35VJ, SW1VJ, ZK2VJ, KH8/G4ZVJ, AH8F, 
HS0/G4ZVJ, DU3/AH8F, ZD80V, ZD88V, GBS5VJ_ requests. Andy 
can also be reached via InterNet E-mail (Andy@g4zvj.demon.co.uk) 
or via Packet BBS (G4ZVJ@GB7CYM). 

DP1KGI —> The QSL for the Thomas, DL7VTS (ex DD6UAB) 
activity from DP1KGI should be ready in two weeks. 

EU-105 -> Gil, FSNOD, reports that he has started to send the 
cards for his activity of the last July. 

GUOSUP —> Phil has been active during last CQWW DX RTTY 
Contest. QSLs can be sent via bureau or direct to: Phil Cooper, 
GUOSUP, P.O.Box 100, St. Peter Port, oe Island via United 
Kingdom. 

W8GIO -> Paul (QSL manager of C91S, CORDM, HZOZBJ) re- 
ports that will no more answer to cards received via the bureau. 
3V8BB/GOUCT -> Brendan reports that his operations from club- 
station 3V8BB took place between 1235 UTC of 8 August and 
0015 UTC of 13 August, logging more than 4000 QSO, all in SSB 
and mainly on 20 meters. He has reply to 650 requests. Brendan 
reports also that the SA/GOUCT activity is pirate and he will return 
the QSL to the senders. The address is: Brendan O’ Brien, GOUCT, 
47 Hartscroft, Linton Glade, Croyton, Surrey CRO 9LB, England. 
SB4WN -> Marios reports that C4MI and C4MA cards, from 
Moulia Rocks and Maniin Island (AS-120), have been printed and 
will be sent as soon as pos-sible from 5B4KH (George Mappouras, 
P.O. Box 7638, Nicosia, 2432, Cyprus). 

9K2F —> Luca, 9K2CA/IK2NCJ, is actually in Kuwait and re- 
ports that 9K2F manager (Faylakah Island, AS-118) is replying all 
the requests via bureau. Those who sent direct card and are waiting 


for an answer can contact Luca that will inform the manager. 


** CORRECTING AD IN NOV. QST ** 


KC3NE is selling the 1996 Callbooks (paper) and the 1996 
allbook-on-CD-ROM (brand-new). Callbooks are $24 each, $48 
set (plus $3 shipping per TOTAL order). The Callbook-on-CD-RO 
s $33 + $3 shipping. The Oct ’°95 Buckmaster is $36 + $3 shipping. 
ELL A SYSOP! + These are the lowest prices ANYWHERE & are 
pood for USA & possessions: Prices INCORRECT in Nov. QST.) Ship 


ping starts 11/13. Send check or money order (sri, no credit cards) to 
ike Klein, Box 306, Cheltenham, PA 19012. 
(KC3NE’s e-mail: mklein@omni.voicenet.com) 
73 & pse spread the word! 


FCC chairman airs 
proposal to close 


_ offices, reduce staff 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion Chairman Reed Hundt has proposed 
actions to save money, including person- 
nel reductions and facility closings. At 
least one FCC commissioner immediately 
opposed the plan, which was announced 
when some commissioners were on va- 
cation and Congress was in recess, 

Hundt said that although the FCC 
currently has fewer than its authorized 
personnel ceiling of 2271, steps would be 
taken to reduce the number of FCC em- 


ployeés to about 2050. In addition to re- 


tirements and buyouts, the closing of 
some regional and field offices would re- 
sult in about 120 jobs lost, of which some 
50 would be involuntary. Hundt said 
these 50 “reductions in force” (RIFs), 
would be the first in FCC history. 

Regional offices would be closed in 
Atlanta, Boston, and Seattle, leaving their 
functions to regional offices in Chicago, 
Kansas City, and San Francisco. 

The following field offices would 
be closed (leaving 16 still open): Buffalo, 
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Miami, St Paul, Norfolk (Virginia), Port- 
land (Oregon), Houston, San Juan, An- 
chorage and Honolulu. 

All nine monitoring stations would 
be closed, as well as monitoring opera- 
tions within four FCC field offices. “For- 
tunately,” Hundt said, “technological ad- 
vances will permit us to replace these 
monitoring stations with a national auto- 
mated monitoring network by the sum- 
mer of 1996.” 

These nine monitoring stations are 
at Vero Beach, Florida; Belfast, Maine; 
Allegan, Michigan; Douglas, Arizona; 
Livermore, California; Ferndale, Wash- 
ington; Grand Island, Nebraska; 
Kingsville, Texas; and Powder Springs, 
Georgia. 

Hundt said “No monitoring func- 
tion will be impaired.” One facility, in 
Laurel/Columbia, Maryland, would be the 
central site for “electronic monitoring.” 

If approved by the full Commission, 
the monitoring stations and field offices 
would close by July 1996. No timetable 
was given for closing of the three regional 
offices. 

Long-time FCC Commissioner 
James H. Quello said, in a separate state- 
ment, that he was “not prepared” to sup- 


36th ANNUAL 


FEBRUARY 3 - 4, 1996 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


¢ Sponsored by Dade Radio Club of Miami, Inc. 


port Hundt’s proposal. “I am concerned,” 
Quello said, “with the rushed timing of 
[Hundt’s] administrative approach. I be- 
lieve any reductions should have been 
discussed with Commissioners in advance 
of a one day notice, particularly while 
Congress is in recess and some Commis- 
sioners are on vacation. 

“In my view, any reorganization of 
this commission must take careful ac- 
count of our core functions,” Quello said, 
“and assure that their integrity is not com- 
promised. I am not sure the plan described 
... Will achieve this, particularly in light 
of the sharp disagreement that has arisen 
over the staffing and functions of the field 
offices of our Compliance and Informa- 
tion Bureau. In my opinion, there are 
other areas for reductions that do not in- 


_volve the vital local public service of the 


Compliance and Information bureau in 
numerous large cities. 

“T will pay particularly close atten- 
tion to assuring that those parts of the 
Commission that allocate the spectrum, 
safeguard its integrity, and license its use 
are not adversely impacted.” (Emphasis 
added.) 
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* PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES FOR EVERYONE * 200+ EXHIBIT BOOTHS + 800+ INDOOR SWAP TABLES 
* TWO ON-SITE LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS « FIELD CHECKING FOR ARRL AND CQ AWARDS 
* INTRODUCTION TO AMATEUR RADIO DISPLAY © INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO PRESENTATION 
¢ FORUMS ON FCC, AMSAT, ARRL, QCWA, DXPEDITIONS, ANTENNAS, PACKET, TRAFFIC, ARES 


¢ ALTERNATE INTEREST PROGRAMS ON CRAFTS, PERSONAL APPEARANCE, HEALTH & NUTRITION 


ON-SITE CAMPING FOR 300 RVs * FREE PARKING FOR 15,000 VEHICLES 


Registration: $5.00 Advance (deadline Jan. 31st) - $7.00 Door 
Campsites: 3 days (Fri., Sat., Sun.) $45.00, 4 days (Thur., Fri., Sat., Sun.) $60.00 
Swap Tables: $25.00 each* plus reg. ticket * Power: $10.00 per user. 
*CALL OR FAX FOR SWAP SPACE AVAILABILITY BEFORE SENDING IN TABLE RESERVATION. 
(Prices quoted for tickets, tables & camping include Fla. & Dade Co. tax) 


Headquarters Hotel: Miami Airport Fairfield Inn - $63.00 Double/Sing. + Tax. (Complimentary Continental Breakfast) Tel. 
(305) 649-5000 - Speak Only to Reservation Department and MUST mention "Tropical Hamboree" to get special rate. 


Deadline Jan. 18, 1996. 


TICKET, CAMP, TABLE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO: DADE RADIO CLUB OF MIAMI, INC. 
Mail to: Evelyn Gauzens, W4WYR, 2780 N.W. 3 St., Miami, FL 33125-5059 
BOOTH & TABLE INQUIRIES: Call 305-642-4139 or Fax: 305-642-1648 
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* Affordable Repair 
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INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate - 
FUTRELLCOMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USA!! 


OUR 16TH YEAR 
IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH:: 
. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
. Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center, 
- IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
VRE 2 Newsletters. 
mann (eRe . IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
Si) . IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters, 
Loa 6. Authorized Icom Dealer. 
~~ 3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
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305 N. Tamiami Trail - P.O. Box 128 
Ruskin, FL 33570 

813-645-3211 Office 

813-645-7506 FAX 
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FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
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1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 

Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BBOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
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- Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 
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Melrose, FL 32666 
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K4GIT 
RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


DORTHY and DON GIES 904-475-1950 
Owners Phone or Fax 
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Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
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Jacksonville, Florida 32208 
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KE4DOL 


M5 


ELECTRONICS ~ 


Tech 904-749-2042 
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Florida Skip re- 
Ey grets the omission of 

wy Florida Army MARS 
Y last month but the infal- 
lible worldwide electronic 

communications network on which we all 
have become dependent, proved fallible. 
Lorraine sent me her column but technical 
glitches at my mail server prevented me from 
retrieving it. Technically, it broke an unbro- 
ken string of five years of monthly publica- 
tion but in this case, I think we'll just call ita 
harmeless foul ball. ger// 

Allison... Enn.. Felix.. Humberto.. Jerry. Dus... 

These names and a few in between 
sounded a clarion call for Florida Army 
MARS response this summer of 1995. It 
has truly been a busy time for Florida 
Army MARS members. This has been 
our hurricane summer. 

Before anyone protests that Felix 
and Humberto passed Florida, I include 
these two in our activity list in order to 
emphasize the new nature of Army 
MARS emergency support missions. No 
longer does Army MARS wait until the’ 
disaster has struck to become active in 
such support. Army MARS members are 
expected to send Essential Elements of 
Information Reports (EEI) into the Fed- 
eral Agencies about impending emergen- 
cies as well as those which are actually 
occurring. These reports could well be 
called Early Emergency Information re- 
ports. These two passing storms were 
well documented not only for Florida but 
for the Caribbean area as well. Florida 
Army MARS has been tasked with track- 
ing all the storms and reporting not only 
their progress but any associated phenom- 
ena which might result from their pas- 
sage. 

The latest storm, monster Hurri- 
cane Luis, was very closely watched as it 
appeared to be headed our way. Florida 
Army MARS established an emergency 
support network in support of Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands ... American ar- 
eas which were truly threatened by. the 
oncoming storm. 

Florida Army MARS Assistant 
State MARS Director, Jim Hamilton/ 
AAT4RD contacted the MARS Director 
for the Virgin Islands, Earl Craig/ 
ACM3VI and a representative in Puerto 
Rico. They reported their situation and 
their adaptability to the establishment of 
a supporting communications net. 
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On both islands, the power compa- 
nies turn off all electricity at a predeter- 
mined time based upon the strength of 
the hurricane winds. The public water 
supply is also turned off to prevent con- 
tamination during the storm. This is an 
area in which emergency preplanning is 
truly essential. MARS members on both 
islands did have battery power for their 
HF stations for emergency use. 

Florida Army MARS maintained a 
listening watch on a predetermined fre- 
quency every two hours beginning 05 
September. Until the storm’s actual ar- 
rival the two Florida Army MARS mem- 
bers (Warren Pitts/AAR4GB and John 
“Deacon” Silsby/AAR4TY) who maintain 
the normal contacts with PR/VI were 
tasked with this watch monitoring. They 
had the assistance from four other sta- 
tions so assigned. Should the storm have 
come in, this emergency watch would 
have become full time 24 hours per day 
until the need was no longer present. For- 
tunately, Hurricane Luis turned north af- 
ter slamming into the islands lying to the 
east of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
The support given to these two islands 
on a normal basis has been maintained 
for more than two years at this writing. 
It is a contact mechanism which proved 
most valuable with an impending threat. 
Florida Army MARS was there ready and 
capable of effective support. 

Florida Army MARS was further 
pleased by the assignment of Florida 
Army MARS member, LTC James Mont- 
gomery/AAT4ME, to Fort Huachuca, AZ 
during September. Jim is a United States 
Army Reserve officer with a mobilization 


assignment at the Defense Logistics ° 


Agency. As such, he is expected to com- 
plete a two-week training assignment 
each year. 
Early in August, as Jim expressed 
it, “In a classic good news-bad news 
phone call ... | was informed that USAR 
was out of money for mobilization 
augmentee training but that there was 


year-end money for special training 


tours.” He jumped at the chance to be 
assigned to the Office of Chief, Army 
MARS at Fort Huachuca, AZ and made 
that request. It was granted with Jim re- 
ceiving appropriate orders in record time. 

After meeting Army MARS Chief 
Robert Sutton and the members of his 


staff, Jim was shown to his work space 
and given his assignment for the next two 
weeks. The primary task was to edit the 
draft Army Pamphlet that defines the 
Army MARS program and to insure that 
the basic training program provided to | 
all new Army MARS members is consis- 
tent with the pamphlet. One of the goals 
of the editing was to insure that the new 
focus of Army, MARS as an emergency 
and contingency communications system 
was Clearly stated. This work was a la- 
bor of love for LTC Montgomery who has 
been directly or indirectly associated with 
Army MARS since the early 1970s when 
he was the Command MARS director for 
U.S. Army Hawaii. 

As if having a worthwhile and re- 
warding assignment was not enough, Jim 
and Bob Sutton quickly discovered that 
their careers and experiences were very 
similar and the war story telling never 
ended. The developing friendship was 
further strengthened while visiting Bob’s 
home to participate in the weekly Chief’s 
net. Bob’s wife and daughter went out of 
their way to make Jim feel like a member 
of the family. . 

In addition to the valuable Army 
Reserve training and the development of 
new friendships, Jim was also able to 
combine business with business. Jimis a 
civilian employee with the Army’s Simu- 
lation, Training, and Instrumentation 
Command (STRICOM) in Orlando. He 
is the STRICOM point of contact for 


Command, Control, Communications 


and Intelligence (C31) modeling and 
simulation. Since Fort Huachuca is home 
for both the Army’s Information Systems 
Command and the Intelligence Center 
and School it was possible to conduct sev- 
eral meetings with C3] activities. 

Itis a pleasure to welcome Jim back 
to Florida. He has many valuable ideas 
to share with us. Florida Army MARS 
and all of Army MARS will benefit from 
the work he did at Fort Huachuca this 
summer. My personal thanks go to Jim 
Montgomery/AAT4ME for his informa- 


tion and contributions to this article and 


to the Army MARS program. Through 
the efforts of members like Jim, Arm 
MARS marches on ... : 


Proud, Professional, and Ready, — 


SARA. IS CRUISIN AGAIN 


(Southeast Amateur Radio Association) 


WHERE TO THIS TIME? 
Seucae great acghts te: | 
Htnuba, feutiqua, Guadeloupe, Cartados, 

Domiucea. 

This fabulous vacation starts 

perl 14, 1996 
Ouloard the 
Seawtuad Crown 


VISIT 


UNBELIEVABLY BEAUTIFUL TROPICAL ISLANDS 
OVERLOOKED BY OTHER CRUISE LINES 


THE COSTS GRE: 
INSTGE) CADIS le ks $872.00 
Outside Cabinse. $958.00 


Prices include all Port Taxes 
All prices are per person Dbl. Occ. 


We recommend trip cancellation insurance. 
at $49.00 per person 


Ship sails from Aruba Price includes air fare via Aruba Air 
For Reservations contact our Travel Agent. 


Shelly Porter 
LIBERTY TRAVEL 
(305) 486-2020 
(Ask for S.A.R.A. Cruise) 
or Monte N4LLZ for info (305) 748-1560 


GOMES JOIN XOUR EALENDS & SELLON HANS 
EYEASONE NELGOME 
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The Grid-Dip 


Oscillator 


- by D. Pike Abell, W4EPU 
The Grid-Dip oscillator is without 
a doubt one of the most useful test instru- 
ments to have around the ham shack. 
Sometimes it is called a grid-dipper, g.d.o. 
or just plain Dipper. For brevity purposes 
we will refer to it here as simply g.d.o. 
It was first introduced to the ama- 
teur radio world by Clayton F. Bane, 
WO6WB in an article in the March, 1947 
CQ magazine. Before writing this article, 
I contacted Bane and confirmed that he 


did indeed write the first article in CQ. , 


He is now 88 years old and still has his 
call W6WB. Clayton has been a licensed 
amateur radio operator since 1920. Bane 
told me that when he was first preparing 
the material, he was under the impres- 
sion that it would be the first ever (on the 
subject) to appear in an amateur radio 
publication. However, he said that after 
his story appeared, he was told by some- 
one that there had been some mention of 
the g.d.o. in QST but he was not able to 
confirm it. He went on to say that full 
credit was given to the engineering staff 
of the U.S. Forest Service located in Port- 
land, Oregon and as far as he knew then, 
the g.d.o. originated there. 

Following Bane’s article, Wilfred 
M. Sherer, W2AEF (now silent key) 
wrote several manuscripts about the g.d.o. 
which were published in CQ. The ones I 
know about were: “The Dipper”, May 
1947; “Applications of the Grid-Dip Os- 
cillator”, January 1949; and an article in 
the February 1949 issue containing in- 
structions and plans for building the grid- 
dip oscillator, of which I do not recall the 
title. In that same year, 1949, this writer 
built the g.d.o. according to those plans. 
I still have it, it is still functional and used 
quite often. 

Soon thereafter the first (to my 
knowledge) commercial version of the 
g.d.o. by the Millen Co. came on the 
market. General Radio and Hazeltine also 
began manufacturing the g.d.o. around 
that time. 

The g.d.o. makes use of the fact that 
when power is taken from an active RF 
circuit, current in the circuit decreases. 
The reason for that is quite simple. Power 
in a circuit is equal to the voltage times 


‘ 
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the current (P=EI). Since, when power is 
taken from a circuit, the power in the 
doner circuit obviously reduces while the 
voltage remains about the same, so some- 
thing has to give. Therefore, only one 
thing can happen, the current decreases, 
or “dips”. 

By powering up the g.d.o. and plac- 
ing in close proximity to an inactive sec- 
ondary RF circuit (antenna, RC circuit, 
etc.) and tuning it to the natural resonant 
frequency of the secondary circuit, the 
secondary circuit is activated with sym- 
pathetic oscillations and absorbs power 
from the g.d.o. causing the g.d.o. current 
to dip. The dip is measured by placing a 


current meter somewhere in the g.d.o. 


circuit. In the original vacuum tube g.d.o., 
because the grid current is comparatively 
low, the meter is in the grid circuit, thus, 
“Grid-dip oscillator”. The g.d.o. being 
calibrated in frequency, the frequency of 
the secondary circuit can then be deter- 
mined by reading the frequency directly 
from the g.d.o. dial. 

The MFJ SWR Analyzer, a later 
version and a very popular instrument is, 
among other things, in essence, the same 
type of instrument as the g.d.o. with a 
built-in digital RF frequency counter. The 
counter obviously provides a much more 
accurate frequency determination than the 
dial calibration on the g.d.o. This would 
lead one to assume that this feature ren- 
ders the g.d.o., more or less, obsolete. But 
not necessarily. The g.d.o. is simply a low 
power RF oscillator, or transmitter, emit- 
ting radio frequency signals. An RF 
counter will detect these signals. There- 
fore, by using a counter in conjunction 
with a g.d.o., one can attain the same ac- 
curacy as with the SWR analyzer. Thus, 
if one has a counter, or has access to one 
and a conventional g.d.o., the same fre- 
quency accuracy may be obtained as with 
the SWR analyzer. 

In my case, I simply mounted a 
BNC connector on my g.d.o. to which is 
connected a pickup loop inside. (The 
pickup loop consists of 2 turns, 1/2 inch 
diameter #18 enameled copper wire in 
series with a 1 pF capacitor.) By connect- 
ing the g.d.o. pickup loop to the counter 
antenna input with a short piece of coax 
the frequency can be read directly on the 
counter. 

Finally, used grid dip oscillators are 
relatively plentiful and inexpensive. They 


may be found at hamfests and other places 
where amateur radio equipment is sold. 
If one has access to a counter is really an 
inexpensive way to get into frequency 
measuring business for antennas and 
other tuned RF devices. 


Bounty for Bugs 
Meanwhile, the Wall Street Jour- 
nal reports that Netscape will be turning 
to the hacker community to find flaws and 
plug holes in the popular web software. 
Under the “Bugs Bounty”. program, 
Netscape will offer $1,000 to the first 
person to identify major security flaws. 
“There are a whole bunch of people out 
there with a lot of great computer science 
knowledge. We thought it was time to 
proactively harness all that energy to give 
them a reward” for finding bugs says 
Mike Homer, Vice President of market- 
ing for Netscape. 

(WSJ, Oct. 9, 1995). 

-Electronic Privacy Information 

Center (EPIC) Newsletter 


CQ’Ing Via Packet Radlo 

Recently, I got a call from Jack 
Novotny, K3CEW who had asked me 
what the procedure was for sending out a 
CQ on Packet Radio. I replied that I 
wasn't sure how to do it as I have never 
tried it. After we hung up from our con- 
versation, I mulled it over in my mind 


and said to myself, "How stupid of me - 


not to have known the answer." All you 


have to do is type in CQ ALLUS@W4OT, © 


just as if you were sending a message toa 
known station. You could substitute 


ALLUS with DX or the name of the coun- © 


try you desire to contact. 


Well, to make a long story short, I | 


tried it out and surprisingly I received 3 
replies to my CQ; 2 from Ohio and one | 
from Florida. 


Just thought I'd pass along this in- - 
formation to anyone who has not tried it. 


It's a lot of fun and would be worth try- } 


ing. It would add a little extra excitement _ 


to communicating via packet radio. Be- 


sides, you might be surprised who might 
answer your CQ. 


-John, KT20 | 


From the Vero Beach Tales of the — 


Treasure Coast, Sept. 1995 « 
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HAMBAR aervice. of electronic equipment only, 
s available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-ama-. 
eurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, which includes 
address, call sign, etc. Minimum ‘charge for any 
AMBAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscrib- 
ers rate is 15 cents per word. Minimum charge of $5.00 
or each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each HAMBAR must 
2 resubmitted each month. No ad will be published 
nless accompanied by full remittance! We require 
‘tall HAMBAR | ads contain the full mailing address, call 
ign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make it easy 
for person wanting to buy your equipment. No 
4AMBARS via telephone! _ | 
COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
< _ Please write or call for rate card and quotee. 


: UBeadiine forall HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th). 
of each month to 672 Indian n River Drive, Melbourne, 
FL 32935. 


FOR SALE - AEA PK232 MBX with disk and PC-Pakratt II 
host mode terminal program - $150.00. Greg M. Eberman, 
W2SDV, 2201 Brian Ave., South Datona, FL 32119 Ph: (904) 
761-0867. 


FOR SALE - Bearcat IJ, 8-channel, xtal scanner - $25.00. 
Inverter 12.6v input 300/150 vdc output - $8.00. Dentron Jr. 
Monitor-ant. tuner, 1.8-30 MHz, 300w, w/manual - $38.00. 
Dentron GLA-1000 amp, 1000 cw, 1200 PEP SSB - $75.00 
w/manual. Swan-WM-2000 swr/w.att. meter - $39.00. 2 mtr 
all mode Yeasu-221 w/manual, very clean - $250.00. All above 
plus UPS. Andy Clark, WALYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami 


_ Springs, FL 33166. PH: (305) 888-3874. 

FOR SALE - Four element Triband Beam with 24 ft. boom 
plus extra tubing - $100.00. Transformer for Ham-M - $20.00. 
Joe Darmento, W4SXC, 11170 South Tropical Trail, Merritt 
Island, FL 32952. PH: (407) 773-0796. 


Like the weather, everybody talks about the federal deficit but 


no one does anything. 


HELP - me find old Sencore tube & picture checker that was 
misplaced at the Melbourne Hamfest. Call Arthur C. 
Granthum, W4MBJ COLLECT at (904) 384-5284. 


WANTED - Collins receivers: 51J4 - 51S1 - KWM2/2A, or 
any Collins equipment for the pleasure to restore them. Yves 
Pautard, WN4I, 5833 Dryden Rd., West Palm Beach 33415. 


PH: (407) 689-8819. 

FOR SALE OR TRADE - ICOM 745, HF-IC-PS15 PS12 v 
cable-HM12 mike-manuals. AEA AMT-1 AMTOR Termi- 
nal unit - Drake 9000 terminal unit, HYGAIN 30 ft. tower w/ 
HD rotor & control, Hustler 4BTV trap vertical, Drake TV 
1000 lowpass, CCTV Camera and monitor, Dentron 160-10 
transmatch. Much more. Need 2 meter and packet, guns or 
Cash. Wayne, W2CRH, 211 Cartier, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
-PH: (407) 724-2670. 


With any luck, the children will recover from their trick-or- 
treat stomach aches in time to overeat again on Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

FOR SALE - ICOM HTs, IC2AT with BP-5, BP-3(/) and 
homebrew charger plus 2 MoliCel batteries (one - non-oper- 
ating), -$140.00. IC4AT with PL, BP-3 and BP-4, - $130.00. 
Both of above, - $250.00. OBO. Dex, K4TSY, PH: (407) 399- 
6420. 


WANTED - Active amateur who attends or will attend major 
Florida hamfests to sell our products as a dealer. Write: S. 
Circle, Clearwater, FL 34622. 


Amateur « CB 
Radio Tubes 


THE TUBE MAN 


Electronic Tubes 


902 Lothian Dr. ., 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
904 386-2729 Phone 


Richard Hale 904 386-2560 Fax 
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Florida Hamfest Update - Oct., 1995 
Complled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION 
Nov 4 Lake Worth FREE! At John Prince Park 
6th Ave South and Congress Ave 
Talk-in on 146.670 
INFO: Marvin, KD2CK (407) 683-2930 
4 Eustis Lake County Fairgrounds 
(Corrected Date!) State Rd 44 & County Rd 452 
Talk-in on 147.255/442.900 
INFO: Tony, KE4NLG (904) 787-1449. 
Fox Lake Park 
Harrison St. west to the park 
Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 
INFO: Cliff, KC4SYD (407) 267-7030 
Expo Hall - FL State Fairground 
US 301 & 1-4 
Talk-in on 146.940 - 
INFO: Jean (813)-525-5178 
Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg. 
on U.S. 441, 1.5mi north of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ (813) 467-0516 
Booster Stadium Parking Lot 
N 36th Ave, 1 mi N of SR 40 
Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: Mario, N4TSV = (904) 245-9514 
Lake City Florida Sports. Hall Of Fame 
I-75 Exit 82 to US 90 West 
Talk-in on 145.490 
INFO: Colen, WASRKR_ (904) 755-7969 


1 Titusville 


18/19 Tampa 


Fort Myers City of Palms Hamfest 

Fort Myers Shriners Mosque 

2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 

Talk-in on 147.345 : 

INFO: Dale, KD4UAD (813) 275-8360 

Jan 13/14 Sarasota Robards Sports Arena 

3000 Fruitville Rd 

Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 

INFO: Sam, KE4BXF (813) 922-4591 
Crystal River Crystal River Armory 

Talk-on on 146.955 

INFO: Bill, KO4ZA (904) 382-5755 
Pinellas Park Benefit Boy’s & Girl’s Club 

7790 61st St North 

Talk-in on 147.060 

INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-4251 


Feb 3/4 Miami Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR_ (305) 642-4139 
10. = Arcadia Desoto County Fairgrounds 
(New Location!) US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 
Talk-in‘on 147.075 ~ 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT = (813) 494-5070 
10 Pensacola Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO: Bill, WA4YRN (904) 476-8537 
17/18 Orlando Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Ken, KD4JQR _ — (407) 961-2465 » 
24 Brooksville Hernando County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Glenn, AC4QH (904) 799-6755 
2. Zephyrhills At 3339 Allen Rd. 
Talk-in on 145.190 
INFO: Phinney, WB4UMT (813) 788-1344 
9 Lake Worth ’ FREE! At John Prince Park 
6th Ave South and Congress Ave 
Talk-in on 146.670 
Info: Marvin, KD2CK (407) 683-2930 
Mar 16/17 Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground 
1958 Lewis Turner Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
Mar 23 — Stuart FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds © 
(New date and new location!) .A1A south of Stuart 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Andy, W8BIX - (407) 225-5122 
National Guard Armory 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in: 147.270/145.330 
INFO: George, KD4WDX (941) 382-4861 
Jul 27/28 Jacksonville Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 
; South Lee’& West Bay St 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Billy, N4UF (904) 350-9193 
HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO CALL} 
FOR INFO! Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Army MARS Call: AAT4RV 
* Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
* E-Mail: bill.britton @jbs.com +g 
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Mar 23 — Sebring 
(New date!) — 
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Florida Skip Bookstop 


FLORIDA SKIP SUBMITTALS 
SHIPPING AND HANDLING The address for advertising copy, articles, 
INFORMATION subcriptions, HAMBARS, classified ads, correspon- 


dence and press releases is listed below. 


be he i You can also submit articles by modem up to 14400 
Shipping and handling is $2 for the first item, $1 for each » baud or FAX on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 800 
additional item, except where noted. Books are shipped number for story leads, news items and other news-re- 
via book rate mail, For UPS delivery (US only) add $3 and ___|||!ated topics. No Classifieds (HAMBARS) by phone. 
be sure to include a street address (UPS cannot deliver to 
post office boxes. Foreign orders are normally sent via | FLORIDA SKIP 
surface mail which takes:8-10 weeks. If you wish airmail 672 Indian River Drive 
delivery add $8 to your order. 3 Melbourne, FL 32935 


Tele: 242-5993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 
ORDER FORM . 


Florida Skip Books 
c/o Gerry Wentz/Editor 
672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


447 BOOK INT ee SRS G7 fff 
Wong tsps AUSSIE LSE Missy 
WELT PEI) WH YELL: 


CRIPTION FORM 


__-- PU BBCRIP TION FORM ____.-. 


aT FLORI DA 
f ; FLORIDA SKIP § 
k Ni, 672 Indian River Dr. Nome y 
| hs S:) 7 Melbourne, FL Callsian j 
&. KS 432935 g 
Py ew | ! 
4 0 Renewal Address i 
. O Change Information 
| ; , City | 
, GQ OneYear $12.00" ; 
1 GO TwoYears $23.00 — State i 
4 © Three Years $34.00" i 
| “Foreign subscriptions. Bee ie Zipcode | 
4 $12.00/year. © | ys as 
SS OS SS 
4 
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Upcoming Eastern United States Hamfests & Computer Shows 


DAYS HAMFEST LOCATION CONTACT ADDR CITY At ‘PHONE | i 

ele ber, 1995 . Maio ATOR VP 
Free Hamfest Lake Worth, FL im 

: Lake Co. Hamfest & Electronics Expo Eustis, FL Tim, KE4RVO 104 Oklahoma Ave. Leesburg, FL 34748 904-728-1910 | 

4 Mobile ARC Computer Fest/Hamfest Mobile, AL Richard, KD4TTD 10341 Hwy 188 Grand Bay, AL 36541 334-824-2749 

A/S Ham Radio/Comp Expo 95 Lawrenceville, GA. Randy, KR4ANQ — PO Box 1282 _ Stone Mt, GA 30086-1282 404-410-3989 

5 Cabarrus ARS Concord, NC Brad, KE4MFP 6100 Homestead Dr., Concord, NC 28025 { 704-455-5630 

11 5th Annual Hamfest . Titusville, FL Cliff, KC4SYD 2670 Hutchison PI Titusville, FL 32780-4836 407-267-7030 

11 TVARN Hamfest Cookville, TN k : 

11 Twin City Hams Hamfest ~ W.Monroe,LA Lynn Tiller 2907 Ft. Miro Monroe, LA 71201 318-322-3129 

11 18th Ann Hamfest Montgomery, AL Tim,KK4TK  . 180 Grass Farm Rd. Titus, AL 36080 334-567-9752 | 

12 3rd Ann Hamfest & Computer Expo Myrtle Beach, SC David, KE400W 100 Longwood.Ln Conway, SC 29527 803-248-9401 

13 Hamfest Ocean Springs, MS . 

18/19 20th Suncoast Amateur Radio & Computer Tampa, FL Charlotte, WB4PEL 617 Highland Ave. Dunedin, FL 34698 813-733-6937 | 

18/19 Indiana St ARRL Conv/Hamfest Ft. Wayne, In» Don, WB8HQS 2805 Nordholme Ave.Ft. Wayne, IN 46805 219-484-3317 

se 7th Annual JARSFEST Benson, NC Wm. Lambert 8917 NC Hwy 50 N-. Benson, NC 27504 919-894-3352 
Washington Amateur Communications Houston, PA Walter Piroth 218 Hodgson Ave. Houston, PA 15342 412-258-5353 

Dechiaber 1995 . Nh aay 

1/2. Arkansas DX Convention Little Rock, AR Dennis Schaefer 181 Schaefer Dr.  Dover,AR/2837 — ~~ 501-967-4372 

2 Hamfest Okeechobee, FL Al, AD4RZ “ia 813-467-0516 

2 Hamfest Ocala, FL Mario, N4TSV _ 904-245-9514 

2 15th Hamfest & Computer Show Greensboro, NC 

2 Wiregrass ARC Hamfest Dothan, AL 

2 Minden ARA Minden, LA Geo. Winford 111 Fuller St. Minden, LA 71055-3420 318-377-5019 

) Hamfest : Lake City, FL Colen, WASRKR ; 904-755-7969 

10 Holiday Fest 95 Largo, MD 

January, 1996 Hae 

6 Lakeway ARC Hamfest & Computer Show Morristown, TN * ae as 

6/7 City of Palms Hamfest Fort Myers, FL Dale, KD4UAD 813-275-8360 

13. Hamfest Greenwood, SC page wh 

13 SELARC Hamfest Hammond, LA My 

13/14 . 17th Annual Hamfest & Computer Show — Sarasota, FL Sam, KE4BXF 813-922-4591 

14 Frostfest Richmond, VA : 

20 Hamfest Crystal River, FL Bill, KO4ZA 904-382-5755. 

21 Hamfest Pinellas Park, FL . Mike, KC4TEX m AS Odor bay 4251 es 

27 Hamfest Greenville, AL ‘ Sidhe} 

27 TVARN Hamfest Gallatin, TN pits 5! 

27 Hamfest Greenville, AL a 

28 Maryland Mobileers ARC Odenton, MD Bob Anderson 601 Elizabeth Rd. Glen Burnie, MD 21061 410-766-3481 
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